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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Authoress has the satisfaction of announcing 
to the Puhlic, that since the commencement of 
publication, she has been honoured with the 
patronage of Her Majesty the Queen Dowager, 
and several of the Nobility and Clergy, besides a 
great many of the respectable inhabitants of 
Chelsea and its vicinity; so that upwards of 
three hundred Subscribers have already been 
obtained. In consequence of this pleasing success, 
the Authoress has been induced to order fifteen 
hundred copies to be printed for the first edition, 
and she is determined that no pains or cost shall 
be spared to render it worthy the acceptance of an 
enlightened Public 



Chelsea, 
24M December f 1842. 
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PREFACE. 



My dear young friends and fellow-pilgrims to the 
heavenly Jerusalem^ I commenced the following 
little work (designed for your good) when in a 
weak and delicate state of health ; but He who 
giveth power to the faint, and to them who have 
no might increaseth strength, enabled me to pro- 
ceed. I have found it to be a delightful and sweet 
employment: I have composed it with little study, 
merely giving expression to the sentiments of my 
own heart. I trust, therefore, that those advanced 
and experienced Christians, who may peruse its 
pages, will bear with its imperfections; and should 
they find any thing contrary to their own opinions, 
thoy will be pleased to receive it in Christian for- 



bearance and love. Although I have addressed it 
entirely to Young Female Converts, who have 
commenced their Christian course rejoicings yet I 
have endeavoured, at the same time, to make it 
profitable to all. But let not those Christians be 
discouraged, who, in looking into their own ex- 
perience, find that they did not realize at the 
commencement of their heavenward course, that 
delight in Grod, and that joy in His service, which 
I have described. That agreeable variety which 
adorns the face of nature, prevails also in the spi- 
ritual kingdom ; and hence it is, that the experi- 
ence of one Christian seldom accords with the 
experience of another ; for some are constrained 
by the terrors of the Lord — ^by the thundenngs 
and lightnings, the clouds and darkness of Mount 
Sinai — to work out their own salvation with fear 
and trembling; while others are drawn by the 
cords of love to delight themselves in God, and 
feel extatic joy in His service. 
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Let not Uierefore any of my readers be discou- 
raged^ if theirs be not this joyful — ^tliis blessed 
experience. If they can only say — " Lord, Thou 
knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love 
Thee;" or even, " Thou knowest that I desire to 
love Thee," and endeavour to conform their lives 
to the precepts of Grod s word, they may rest as- 
sured that they, too, are of that thrice happy num- 
ber, which shall be kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed 
in the last day. Simple as this Work may appear^ 
yet who can tell whether Grod (who has chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; 
and the weak things of the world to confoimd the 
things which are mighty ; and base things of the 
world, and things which are despised — ^yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are : that no flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence) may not be pleased so to bless tlie imperfect 
attempt, as to make it the instrument in His hands 



xu 



to strengthen theClmstian graces of some^ and to 
implant them in others ? Or may I not venture 
to breathe a hope, that when this heart has ceased 
to beat, and this tongue has become silent, — ^when 
this body is mouldering in the dust, and the spirit 
has returned to God who gave it, — He may be 
pleased to preserve this little work as a silent wit- 
ness to the Truth, in the hands of those who read 
it? 

And now, my dear young friends, let me entreat 
you to offer up a prayer to the throne of Grace, 
to join your prayers with mine, that this simple 
undertaking may be blessed for your salvation; 
and that it may also be the means of drawing many 
from the paths of vice, and winning souls to Christ. 
That this may be the blessed result, may God of 
His infinite mercy grant, and to His name be all 
the praise. Amen. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you who 
are kept by the power of Gt)d through faith unto 

B 



14 INTRODUCTION. 

Salvation. My dear young friends, you who have 
commenced your Christian course rejoicing — ^re- 
joicing in God, and joying in the God of your 
salvation — you who have come out of the world 
of the ungodly and are separated from it — you 
whose highest ambition is to adorn the doctrine 
of God, your Saviour, in all things, and to walk 
worthy of your high vocation; you are of that hap- 
py, that blessed number, who will be kept by the 
power of God through faith unto Salvation ; your 
case is one of the most interesting, your lot one 
of the happiest. It has pleased a mercifiil God 
to open your eyes, to soften youx hearts, before 
that time arrives when the heart grows hardened 
and little susceptible of feeling — ^before that time 
in which you would say (unless enHvened by the 
cheering rays of the Sun of righteousness), " My 
joys are gone ! " 

It has pleased a mercifiil God, who saw nothing 
in you to deserve such boundless love, to awaken 
you into Hfe in your youthful days, before sin has 
fixed its sting deep into your hearts, so that reli- 
gion appears before you in all its loveliness and all 
its beauty. Your feelings, your impulses, incline 
to virtue ; you dedicate your lives to the service of 
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your Creator, and embrace the Saviour with a sis- 
ter's love ; your young hearts leap with joy at the 
prospect of gaining an entrance within the gates 
of the heavenly Jerusalem ; and, filled with the 
delectable vision, you willingly give up all, that you 
may win Ghiist Now you ejqperience that wis- 
dom's ways are ways of pleasantness, and that all 
her paths are peace — ^peace which passeth all under- 
standing, which the world can neither give nor 
take away. Your youthful countenances beam 
with delight, and your youthful eyes sparkle with 
joy, in the contemplation of all that the Lord has 
done for you ; you delight in the contemplation of 
the Saviour's tenderness and love, and of his pity 
and compassion towards you ; you fed that you 
never can comprehend sufficiently the height and 
depth, the length and breadth, of his love ; you 
are wrapt in admiration, and shout aloud for joy : 
Praise the Lord, my soul, and all that is within 
me, praise his holy name: what shall I render unto 
the Lord, for all the benefits he has bestowed upon 
me. And with the most perfect resignation to the 
Divine will, you continue : Lord, what wouldest 
thou have me to do ? Speak, Lord, for thy ser- 
vant heareth. Lord, thou knowest all things, thou 
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knowest that I love thee. And perhaps in this 
your hour of covenant and betrothment, you may 
east aside the timidity of your sex, and with Chris- 
tian fortitude exclaim : Lord, I am willing to go 
with thee to prison and to death I But O, my 
young friends, beware, be not too confident m your 
own strength, for in the moment of victory we are 
often in the gieatest danger. On the very night 
that Peter made this afifecting deolaratioin, he thrice 
denied his Lord and Master ; therefore, let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he falL 
Think not, my dear young friends, I say this for 
your discouragement; it is only meant as ft 
friendly warning not to trust to your own strength, 
but to put your trust in the Lord, who is a shield 
and buckler to all those that put their tinist id 
Him. 

In the gay mom of life, when sprightly youth 
glows with vital ardour and generous resolves, the 
prospect before you is fair and pleasant. The 
Saviour has brought you into the banqueting 
house, and his banner over you is love. Every 
obstacle seems removed, that might impede you in 
your heavenward course. The land of promise 
seems easy to reach ; the mount of Zion easy to 
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climb ; the great enemy of souls seems vanquished ; 
the corruption of your own hearts disappears for a 
time, and seems utterly dispelled by the heavenly- 
mindedness with which you are filled. The world, 
with all its allurements and vanities, seems fading 
from your view, and loosening its hold on your 
a£foction8 and regards ; the outward afflictions of 
this life, which even the lambs of the Bedeemer's 
flock do not escape, are disiegarded and well-nigh 
forgotten, in your newly raised hopes and expecta- 
tions ; — even death itself, the king of terrors, is 
stript of its ghastliness, and becomes a matter of 
joy and vehement desire by those who long to de- 
part and to be with Christ, inasmuch as it relieves 
them of this body of sin and death, and throws 
open for their admission the gate of endless joy. 
It appears no more than falling into a gentle 
sleep — a soft and sweet slumber : then faith ex- 
claims in triumjdi, — O Death, where is thy sting? 
O Grave, where is thy victory ? Depart, all ye 
groundless fears, for 

" JesuB can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 
While on his breast I lean my head. 
And breathe my life out sweetly there." 

B 2 
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In the midst of your joy and exultation, you 
almost forget that the way to your Father's house 
lies through an enemy's country ; and that you 
have to fight with principalities and powers^ who 
will take every advantage of your defenceless state^ 
and will often dispute every inch of ground with 
you; so that you must take to yourselves the 
whole armour of God, and be completely clad in 
the heavenly panoply ; for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things^ and 
therefore he has provided a storehouse which is 
always replenished with every weapon requisite for 
the Christian warfare. Be assured, then, that how 
easy soever the path to heaven appears, it is a 
strait and narrow one ; and though strewed with 
many a flower, it is also spread with many a 
thorn ; and as you go a little farther on that road, 
you will find that numerous are the enemies with- 
in and without, that will endeavour to draw you 
from your duty* You will indeed find that you 
have need — ^infinite need — to put on the whole 
armour of God, that you may be able to stand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. My 
dear young friends, lest any of you should be at a 
loss to know what is meant by '* the amfour of 
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God," permit me here to point out to you that it 
means, the righteousness of Christ — the robe of 
the Redeemer's righteousness; and it is also called^ 
" tlie wedding garment." 

Permit me now, with all earnestness and affec 
tion, to point out to you some of those duties 
which, as Christians, you are bound in love to 
perform, and some of those difficulties, sorrows, 
and temptations you are likely to meet with in 
your pilgrimage here below. Man is bom to trou- 
ble, as the sparks fly upwards ; and you will find, 
from painful experience, that you will not be ex- 
empted from the general doom. Many are the 
duties you will be called upon to discharge; many 
thevirgies you will be called upon to exercise; 
many are the difficulties you will have to sur- 
mount ; numerous the enemies you will have to 
contend with. The devil, the world, and the flesh, 
will stand in battle array to obstruct your heaven- 
ward course, and (if not restrained by a higher 
power, even your heavenly Father) to draw you 
from the path of virtue; so that in the bitterness 
of your soul you will often be led to exclaim with 
Poter — Lord, save me, I perish; and with the 
Psalmist — that I had wings like a dove, for then 
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woold I flee away and be at rest ! It may please 
God^ in his wisdom, to hide his pies^ice from you 
for a season ; to withdraw the light of his counte- 
nance from you, and to make all his billows and 
waves go oyer you, so as to enshroud you in doubt 
and perplexity, and render you unable to '' read 
your titles clear to mansions in the skies." This 
would indeed be to you the greatest of all afflic- 
tiouB ; but this will, in all probability, to a greater 
or less extent, be your painful lot to endure, 

" Before you reach the heavenly shore, 
Or walk the golden streets." 

But think not, my dear young friends, I tell you 
these things to discourage you : on the contrary, I 
would say, be of good cheer ; He that hath begun 
a good work in you, will perform it unto the day 
of the Lord Jesua: but knowing that you are 
liable to self-confidence, and to think that your 
lovB is so strong that it can never wax cold, — ^that 
your faith is so firm that it can never be shaken, 
— ^I feel bound in duty to remind you of these 
things ; and at the same time to remind you of 
your weakness, that you may flee to the strong for 
strength ; for when you are weak, then are you 
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Strong, — ^weak in your own estimation, but strong 
in your reliance on God, who is a present help to 
all who put their trust in Him. 

In thus tendering you my counsel and advice, I 
desire to bear in mind, that you are babes in 
Ohrist, and have need of milk, and not of strong 
diink. You are the lambs of the Saviour's flock, 
whom he gathers in his arms and carries in his 
bosom, — whom he gently leads into his own green 
pastures, and beside the still waters of his grace : 
your food is the heavenly manna, and your drink 
the living water that springeth up into everlasting 
life. Tlirice happy little ones, who are thus en* 
compassed with a Saviours love! who are the 
special objects of a Saviour's tender regards ! I 
should wish to address you in simplicity and truth, 
and to give you such advice as is most consistent 
with the word of God ; and O may the spirit of 
grace so bless the imperfect attempt, that it may 
be the means of strengthening and confirming the 
souls of my young charge, and of building them 
up in holiness and comfort through faith unto sal- 
vation ! And while I thus endeavour to teach and 
exhort others, may I be led by the Holy Spirit 
into the way of all truth, and always be careful to 
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lead a life and conversation becoming the gospel. 
As for you^ I well know that the earnest desire of 
yonr souls is to glorify your God, and to walk 
worthy of your heavenly calling ; to shew to an 
ungodly world by yonr actions, the gratitude you 
owe to Him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. I shall, therefore, en- 
deavour to point out to you that line of Christian 
duty, both as regards your walk with God, and 
your fellow-creatures, in which you can best shew 
your love and gratitude to your heav^y Father, 
who, while he passed by others, had compassion 
on you. 
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CHAPTER I. 

YOU MUST ENDEAVOUR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, 
TO SHEW YOUR LOVE TOWARDS HIM BY YOUR 
LOVE OF PRAYER, 

Blessed, most blessed was your lot, when oon- 
ceming each of you it was fiist said, Behold she 
prayeth. The glorious event was legistered in 
Heaven, and celebrated with joy among the angels 
of God. Blessed then was your case, when, with 
downcast heart and uplifted eye, you first ex- 
claimed jGrom your inmost soul, God be merciful 
to me a sinner, And blessed still is your lot, to 
be able to pour out your soul in prayer to Him 
who is a prayer-heaiing God, ever more drilling to 
hear than you are to pray, and ever wont to give 
more abundantly than you can ask or desire. 

My young Christian Readers, I well know that 
you appreciate the value of prayer — ^that you love 
to retire from the world and all its pursuits, to 
hold conmiunion with your heavenly Father. — 
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What cause have you for gratitude, then, that 
your heart has heen melted into prayer, and de- 
lights in it ; while you behold thousands of your 
fellow-creatures evidently living without God in 
the world, and hastening as fast as fleeting time 
can carry them to their eternal destiny, without 
one cry for mercy — ^without one prayer of faith ! 

In approaching a throne of grace^ ever bear in 
mind your own sinfuliiess, weakness, and unwor- 
thiness ; esteeming it an act of infinite grace to 
be permitted even to lift up your eyes to heaven, 
much more to approach the mercy-seat of your 
God, — that all your righteousness is as filthy rags, 
and that even your best services are tainted with 
sin, and have need of a Saviours sanctifying 
grace,— that your weakness is such that if left 
to yourselves you could not withstand the smallest 
temptation, — ^that you could neither think a good 
thought, nor perform a good action, — that your 
need and dependence are such, that without the 
providential and watchfiil care of your heavenly 
Father you would be destitute of the food that 
perisheth, much more of that which endureth to 
everlasting life, — that you are dependent upon 
Him for every breath you draw, every comfort you 
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enjoy, for in Him you live and move and have 
your being. 

Be careful, when engaged in prayer, to feel i¥ith 
awe and veneration that Grod is everywhere present 
at the same moment,— that His attention is always 
as much directed towards each of you as if there 
were no otlier persons in the world but yourself,-^ 
that He sees and knows every thing you do, or 
mean to do, — ^that He knows every thought before 
it arises in your hearts, as well as the motive 
which prompted it, and that, too, jGrom all eter- 
nity, — ^that He sees, in fact, through eternity at 
one comprehensive glance, for a thousand years 
are to Him as one day, and one day as a thousand 
years. O then, seeing that all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of Him with whom we have 
to do, see that your hearts be sincere before Him. 
Draw not nigh to him with your lips while your 
hearts are far from Him. But, my dear young 
friends, I trust better things of you, and things 
which accompany salvation. 

Be careful also, when engaged ill the solemn 
exercise of prayer, ever to have present to your 
mind that (rod is omnipotent, — that is, all things 
are possible mth Him ; and being a Grod of love 

c 
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and wisdom as well as omnipotence, he will bestow 
whatever is for your good in answer to your pray- 
ers. But beware of feeling assured things are for 
your good^ because they seem by outward appear^ 
ance to be so, for you are liable to be deceived. 
Therefore endeavour to rest in God's love and that 
alone. Leave all to His parental care, watchful 
regard, and heavenly wisdom, with the most per- 
fect reliance that he knows best what to give, and 
what to withhold. This implicit reliance on Di- 
vine love, wisdom, and omnipotence, is called 
faith, and faith simply means believing. It is, 
however, a grace of so blessed a nature, that it is 
sufficient of itself to ensure salvation. ** Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.'' 
But this, my young Mends, is a grace which it is 
difficult at all times to possess in vital activity. 
You must, therefore, diligently search after it 
with earnest prayer and ardent desira As & child 
reposes securely m its mother's aims, so do you 
endeavour to rely with security in the parental 
Jteeping of your Father and your God. Ever cul- 
tivate a spirit of devotion. Let the God whom 
you love be first in your thoughts when you 
awake, and last when you retire to rest. Endea- 
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vour, when awake on your bed, to keep all idle 
and impure thoughts from your mind, recollecting 
that there is One about your path and about your 
bed who spieth out aU your ways, who is hovering 
over you, and loves to hear your prayers. 

Should any of you, my dear friends, have but a 
short time for prayer, O be not thereby discour- 
aged. If you go forward in the strength of Divine 
grace, desiring above all things to win Christ and 
be found in Him, a short prayer will be quite as 
acceptable as a long one. 

We are commanded to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and 
to love our neighbour as ourselves. God does 
not require the services of an angel from us ; if 
we honestly give our ally He asks no more. His 
ear is ever open to your prayers, yea, the smallest 
cry that faith ever uttered, or ever will utter, is 
presented by our Advocate and Intercessor before 
the throne of the Eternal ; and will, , in due time, 
be effectually answered. And O, my friends, what 
a privilege it is to have our elder Brother at Qoi's 
right hand making continual intercession for us. 
" Father, forgive them." — '* I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but thai 
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thou shouldest keep them from the evil." — " Fa- 
ther, I will that they also whom thou hast given 
me, he with me where I am, that they may behold 
my glory." How happy then are those Christians 
who, having the time and the strength, love to 
plead with their God ! and what a source of 
comfort it is for you to be able to lift up your 
soul in prayer to the Giver of all good, even when 
engaged in your ordinary calling ! If you have 
not as yet the gift of extemporaneous prayer, 
seek earnestly to possess it, that you may be able 
on all occasions to pour out your soul at the 
throne of Grace, in fit and becoming language. 
But be not like those hypocrites who tMnk that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking, but 
let your words be few and well ordered. Let your 
heart be in your words, and the language of sup- 
plication will flow from your lips with freeness 
and ease. Let us here take a familiar illustration: 
Suppose, my dearly beloved, that any one of you 
(which God forbid) were placed in the hands of 
some ruthless assassin, who threatened to take 
you life, would not the danger of your situation^ 
immediately throw you on your knees before him, 
and inspire you with nervous eloquence to implore 
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him to spare your life ? Shall you then be dumb 
when you come before a throne of grace " to pray 
for those things which ye have need of"? With 
due attention to this heavenly exercise you will 
soon acquire the gift of prayer. But you must 
bear in mind that all gifts are not graces. May 
it never then be truly said of any of you^ that you 
possess the gifts of the Spirit in abundancci while 
you are sadly barren in the Christian graces. Be- 
member that Ood does not look to the fluency of 
words, but to the inward desire and sincerity of 
the heart 

" Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try ; 
Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Migesty on high." 

But alas ! how wUl each of you have to com- 
plain of the heartlessnesa of your devotion — of the 
faithlessness of your prayers ; and even if your 
soul be privileged to exyoy some close communion 
with your God, and have it revealed to you that 
your cry has reached the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth; yet how soon will worldly thoughts 
creep in and draw your attention firom heavenly 
affairs. Be not therefore discouraged, but set a 
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strict watch over your hearts, v for out of the heart 
are the issues of Hfe. A God of love will accept 
your prayers through the merite of a Saviour, 
even though mixed up with imperfections. If 
uttered in sincerity, they will be listened to with 
attention, received with favour, and answered with 
munificence. 

Prayer is one of the most delightful exercises 
in which the children of God can engage. De- 
lightful privilege, to he able at all times and in all 
places to lift up your souls to Him whence cometh 
your every help, your every blessing — ^to have a 
free entrance into the holiest of all by the blood 
of Jesus, through that new and hving way which 
He hath opened up through the veil, that is to 
say. His flesh — to go to Him in every trouble, 
who is able to say to the troubled soul. Peace, be 
still — to make known your every want to our 
bountiful Father, who is himself beseeching you 
to '* ask and ye shall receive, to seek and ye shall 
find, to knock and it shall be opened unto you "— 
to enjoy the blessed assurance that a God of love 
is nigh at hand to aid you in every danger, and 
guard you bom every foe, and that he listens with 
peculiar deUght even to the most silent breathings 
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of your soul, and never denies you anything but 
what, if attained, would tend to your own hurt. 

But, O my dear young fiiends, even in this de- 
lightful exercise the soul is apt to grow languid — 
there is an enemy within, and a host of enemies 
without, conspiring together to draw you firom 
your duty. For although the diildren of God 
never altogether cease to pray, yet there are sea- 
sons of backsHding when this lovely privilege 
proves ahnost a task. If such should be your 
case, make it a subject of earnest prayer, and in 
God's own time your love of prayer will return. 



" Prayer makes the darken'd cloud withdraw, 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw, 
I Gives exercise to faith and love, 

Brings every blessing from above." 
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CHAPTER II. 

YOU MUST ENDEAVOUR, IN THE SECOND PLACE, 
TO SHEW YOUR LOVE TO GOD BY YOUR GRATITUDE. 

You ^will find abundant reason for gratitude^ 
when you reflect on the numberless blessings that 
have been showered down upon you^ from the first 
moment of your existence to the present hour ; — ; 
how you have been fed, nourished, aud sustained , 
how you have had kind friends, who have endea- 
voured, by their tenderness and love, to mitigate 
every sorrow and enhance every joy ; how a God 
of love has watched over you, in your rising up 
and in your lying down ; in your going out and 
your coming ^ How often has He disappointed 
the mahce of your enemies, and enabled you to 
escape the snares of the wicked ! O surely for 
these temporal mercies you have cause to say, — 
" What shall I render unto the Lord, for all His 
loving-kindnesses and tender mercies ? " And when 
you look to spiritual blessings, what language can 
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sufficiently describe the height and depth, the 
length and breadth, of His love ? To call you, 
by the sound of His everlasting gospel, to the 
adoption of children, and to the inheritance of the 
saints in light; to love you so tenderly, as to give 
the Son of his love to die for you — and this, not 
because you first loved Him, but because He loved 
you, even when dead in trespasses and sins. And 
had it not been for His pity and compassion, you 
would now have been walking in the broad way 
tliat leadeth to destruction, without hope and with- 
out God in the world ; or cut off as one that oum- 
bereth the ground. 

'* Amasing love, that atoop'd so low, 
To view with pity's meltiiig eye 
Vile ones desenring endless woe,*- 
To save from death did Jesus die." 

*' Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for Ids wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men ! How precious are thy thoughts 
unto us, O God ! how great is the sum of them ! 
O surely, then, for all his mercies you have rea* 
son- infinite reason— for gratitude ! " 
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CHAPTER III. 

YOD MUST ENDEAVOUR, IN THE THIRD PLACE, 
TO SHEW YOUR LOVE TO GOD BY YOUR LOVE OP 
HIS WORD. 

Let it be a light to your feet and a lantem to 
your path. Love the Holy Bible above all other 
books. Let the precepts it contains be the role of 
your conduct; let the promises it imparts be your 
solace and support. Esteem it as ''a pearl of 
great price," — ^a treasure of inestimable value ; ever 
bearing in mind, that it is " the language of hea- 
ven to men ; " and that it clearly shows what the 
will of the Lord is. Fray, then, that it may be 
abundantly blessed to your souls. Never peruse 
it, trusting to your own wisdom ; but come to it 
as babes desiring the sincere milk of the word, 
that you may live thereby. Strive to obtain clear 
and accurate and enlarged views of its nature and 
design. May you ever possess in rich abundance 
the spirit of piety which it breathes ; rely with con- 
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fidence on the doctrines and promises it reveals, 
and follow with fidelity the precepts it enjoins. 
Pray that the good seed sown in your hearts may 
take deep root downwards, and bear firuit upwards 
in your lives and conversations ; and by this shall 
all men know that ye are the Lord's. 

" How glad the heathen would have been, 
That worshipp'd idols wood and stone, 
If they the Book of God had seen, 
Or Jesus and his gospel known." 
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CHAPTEB IV 

YOU MUST ENDEAVOUR, IN THE FOURTH PLACE, 
TO SHEW YOUR LOVE TO GOD BY YOUR LOVE OF 
HIS SANCTUARY. 

I WELL know, my young Christian readers, diat 
you do love the courts of the Lord's house, — ^that 
you are glad when it is said unto you. Let us go 
into the house of the Lord. You respond with 
joy to the exalted strain of the Psalmist — ^How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts! 
My soul longeth, yea, even fEunteth, for the 
courts of the Lord. For a day in thy courts 
is better than a thousand. I had rather be 
a door-keeper in the house of my God, than dwell 
in the tents of wickedness. How sweetly does the 
sabbath day, and all other days in which you are 
allowed the privilege of assembling in the house of 
the Lord, dawn on you! How many a happy 
hour do you enjoy in the sanctuary, which the 
world knows nothing of, wMch the ungodly can 
neither share nor understand. In this blessed 
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place you feel love, joy, peace, and strong consola- 
tion, filling yonr bosom. Here you aie fed with 
the bread which cometh down fix)m heaven, and 
regaled with the living water that springeth up into 
everlasting life. In those sacred moments your 
affections are completely weaned fix)m the things 
of the world, and fixed on those things which are 
above, — ^those unutterable delights which are at 
God's right hand, and which shall be your portion 
for evermore. The gates of heaven are opened to 
you by anticipation, and you behold the heavenly 
vision through the eye of faith ; thus enjoying a 
foretaste of that bliss which you are destined to 
enjoy hereafter — of that heavenly sabbath which 
shall never have an end. O what cause have you 
to be thankful, that God in his mercy has given 
you a heart to relish spiritual enjoyments, while 
thousands turn their back upon the holy ordi- 
nances of God, and see nothing in them to desire. 
O pity and pray for those poor outcasts, who are 
Hving without God in the world, and who care for 
none of these things. Feradventure the Lord, 
who tumeth the hearts of men whithersoever he 
will, may be graciously pleased to pluck them as 
brands out of the burning. 

D 
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Having thus cast a glance at the nuseiable lot 
of those \dio forget God, and despise the riches of 
His grace, let ns retam to the subject of gos* 
pel priyileges. Ever feel thankful that you can 
listen with pleasure to the preaching of the Word. 
Delightful privilege, to sit under gospd ministers, 
who faitibifttlly preach the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and make known the Saviour to perishing sinners 
as the Way, the Truth, and the life; who invite 
ail that are weary and heavy laden to come to Him 
that they may have rest. As often as you ap- 
proach a throne of grace, supplicate the Divine 
blessing on your pastors in the church. Pray that 
tbey may be the blessed means of leading many a 
wandering sheep to the fold of Ac good Shepherd ; 
that their ministry may be abundantly blessed to 
your own souls ; and that they may have many for 
crowns of rejoicing, in the day when God maketh 
up his jewels. Pray that He may so strengdien 
their hands and encourage their hearts, that they 
may never shrink from declaring the whole coun- 
sel of God ; that they may be willing, in season 
and out of season, to labour for the good of souls ; 
tiiat they may lead holy and peaceable lives in all 
godliness and honesty, enduring all things for the 
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elect's sake; thattheymay shewthemselves appioved 
unto God — ^workmen that need not to be ashamed 
— brightly dividing the word of troth ; that they may 
reprove^ rebuke^ exhort vdth all long-suffering, en- 
dure afflictions, do the work of evangelists, making 
full proof of their ministry; that they may be 
lovers of good men — sober, just, holy, temperate— 
in all things shewing themselves patterns of good 
works. 

" How beanteous are their feet 
Who stand on Zion'a hill,—- 
Who bring salvation on their tongues. 
And words of peace reveaL" 

Pray that the church to which you belong, and 
all other churches, where the oracles of Grod are 
faithfully declared, may be abundantly refreshed 
by the benign and sacred influences of the Spirit. 
Never enter the sanctuary in a thoughtless or 
prayedess frame of mind; and when there, endea- 
vour to listen with profit, and retain what you 
hear. Meditate upon it ; mark and inwardly di- 
gest it. Should your love of the sanctuary at any 
time wax cold, examine yourselves to find out the 
cause. Look within, and see if there be any sin 
reigning there^ whose deadly influence is drying 
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up your holy aSectionB ; and should God in his 
mercy enable you to make the discoyery of some 
in-dweUing sin, give yourself no rest until you 
have cast it out. This you yhIL he enabled to do 
in God's strength, if you set about it in sincerity ; 
and having escaped the danger, set a strict watch 
over your hearts, and pray earnestly to God to heal 
your backsUdings, and never to suffer secret sin to 
have dominion over you. 

Endeavour to guard against the natural bent of 
your secret inclinations, laying aside every weight, 
and the sin that doth so easily beset you, that you 
may run with patience the race set before you. 
Pour out your souls in humility, confession, and 
thanksgiving, to God, for the grace which has been 
vouchsafed to you on this trying occifeion ; and 
earnestly supplicate a renewal of your repentance, 
and a return of your love for His holy sanctuary. 
Be assured your prayer will be answered in due 
time; for he never said to the seed of Jacob, — 
Seek ye my face in vain. Should a call of duty 
keep you from the sanctuary, obey the call with 
resignation and patience, and comfort yourself 
with the reflection that God is not confined to 
temples made with hands ; but wherever there is a 
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humble and a oontiito heart, there he delighteth to 
dwell. He can manifest Himself to your souli 
though you may be denied the privilege of being 
present in the assembly of his samts. 

Be carefdl to participate in those seasons of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, which 
the people of God ezgoy at the conununion table* 
Those who love the Lord will readily obey his 
dying command — "This do in remembrance of 
me ; " hence nothing but real necessity ought to 
keep you back from compassing the table of the 
Lord. Often will it please the Master of the 
feast, on this solemn and affecting occasion, to 
manifest himself to your souls,— to comfort your 
hearts when they are oast down, — ^to fill your souls 
with unspeakable joy, — ^to meet yo« in sweet com- 
munion, and join in an everlasting covenant with 
you, never to be forgotten, wherein you promise to 
devote yourselves entirely to His service, and He 
covenants to keep you from fSedling, and to bring 
you at length to His heavenly kingdom. Often 
will you feel, when your souls axe prostrate be- 
cause of sm, that there is forgiveness with Qod 
that he may be feared — ^that there is bahn in 
Gilead, and the good Physician there. O then 

D 2 
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absent not yourselves £tom that feast of love^ 
wherein, by giving and receiving bread and vdne, 
according to Christ's appointment, His death is 
shewed forth, and the worthy receivers are (not 
after a corporal and carnal manner, but by faith) 
made partakers of His body and blood, with all 
its benefits to their spiritual nourishment, and 
growth in grace. And endeavour to prepare 
yourselves for this feast of love by self-examina- 
tion — see that you examine yourselves of your 
knowledge to discern the Lord's body, of your 
faith to feed upon Him, of your repentance, love, 
and new obedience, lest coming unworthily you 
eat and drink judgment to yourselves. Such sdf- 
examination must always become professed Chris- 
tians ; not to find out some excuse for neglecting 
to obey the dying command of their loving Savi- 
our, but in order to remember Him with more 
fervent affection, and more exalted thanksgivings. 
When at the communion table think of the ever- 
lastmg feast of love prepared for you in the 
heavenly Jerusalem; when, with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, you will be called upon to sit down at 
the maniage supper pf the Lamb, when God shall 
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wipe away all tears horn your eyes, aad when 
sonow and sighing shall for ever flee away. 

" 'Tis pleasure more than earth can give, 
Thy goodness thro' these veils to see ; 
Thy table food celestial yields — 
Thrice hiqppy they who sit with Thee t" 
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CHAPTEE V. 

YOU MXTST ENDEAVDim, IN TBt FIFTn PLACE, 
TO SHEW YOUR LOVE TO GOD BY YOUR REVERENCE 
OF THE SABBATH. 

Devote that day, as far as you are able, to the 
peculiar service of God. Sanctify the Sabbath by 
a holy resting all that day, even from such worldly 
employments and recreations as are lawful on 
other days, and spending the whole time in the 
public aud private exercises of Grods worship, 
except so much as is to be taken up in the works 
of necessity and mercy. Be employed in works 
of faith and labours of love for His name's sake. 
Six days are allowed us for the diligent perform- 
ance of our worldly business, and on these days 
" we should do all our work," with the exception 
of charity, piety, and necessity alone, for '' the 
Sabbath was made for man." All works, there- 
fore, of avarice, distrust, luxury, vanity, and self- 
indulgence, axe entirely prohibited : our affairs 
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should be previously so arranged, that as Utde as 
possible of a secular nature may interrupt the 
sacred duties of the Lord's day. Writing letters, 
reading books on ordinary subjects, trifling visits, 
journeys, excursions, dissipation, or converse which 
only amuses, cannot consist with *' keeping a day 
holy to the Lord , " and sloth is a carnal, not 
a spiritual rest. The Sabbath should be a cessa- 
tion from worldly labour^ and rest in the service of 
God; serious self-examination, perusal of the 
Scripture, closet, fieonily, and public worship, in- 
struction of children and servants, meditation, and 
pious conversation, should occupy our time from 
morning till evening ; except as these duties are 
suspended by attention to such things as really 
conduce to our own good, or that of others. Thus 
the Sabbath is blessed for our spiritual advance* 
ment, and becomes '* a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honourable." 

*' How 8weet*8 the day of sacred rest, 
The day above all others blest, 
Wherein we hear of Jesus' name. 
And that to save the world he came." 
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have come out of great tribulation, who have 
endured the storms of adversity with a patient 
smile, who have stood their ground against all the 
wiles of the wicked one. Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord. O. therefore, should affliction befal you, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial that 
is to try you — as though some strange thing hap- 
pened unto you ; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
made partakers of Christ's sufferings. 

Be assured, then, that affliction is not sent in. 
vaui, or that any one is afflicted beyond what he is 
able to bear ; for as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him ; therefore 
he chastens you with a chastisement of love and 
tender mercy, not because he has forsaken you, 
or ceases to love you — O no, but because he loves 
you — dearly, fondly loves you. It is to wean you 
from this world of vanity and sin, and to draw 
your affections and your thoughts more fondly to 
Himself, who is the refuge for His people, the 
shelter from the storm, the comforter of the 
afflicted, the consolation of the mourner, the shield 
of the oppressed, — ^to wean you from transitory 
objects, and. fix your hopes upon celestial joys, — 
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to call into exercise the christian virtues, now 
affording scope for faith and hope, and then 
for patience and resignation, in order to shew to 
the world that yours is not a dead, but a living 
and active faith — ^a faith that shews itself stronger 
in times of adversity than in seasons of prosperity 
and enjoyment. 

Like sunshine after the stormy tempest, so is the 
mind of the christian after a season of affliction — all 
is serenity, joy, and gratitude. The blessed privilege 
of close communion with our heavenly Fatlier at 
a throne of grace, is now more prized than ever it 
was before, and all the christian privileges become 
doubly dear and valuable. Be assured never does 
the renewed soul profit so much as in seasons 
of affliction — ^never does it realize the love of God, 
and the truth and consolation of His word, or be- 
hold in a stronger light His stem justice and 
abhorrence of sin, than during a time of chastise- 
ment. Then do the mercy and goodness of God 
shine forth to comfort the troubled soul, for while 
He chastens with the one hand He upholds with 
the other ; yea, He stayeth His rough wind in the 
days of the oast wind. When ,the east vnnd. of 
affliction does blow, it pleases God to temper it 

£ 
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wiih the smiles of His love; and diough he may 
not always be pleased to lemov^ the affliction, the 
souls of the flEdthful are made to feel that His 
grace is snfficieiit for them, and His strengtlimade 
perfect in weakness. Then do they feel assured 
that all things work together for good to them 
that love God — ^to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 

My friends^ if such be tlie happy results of your 
afflictions, ought you to feel surprised when chas- 
tisement befals you ? Ought you not rather to 
kiss the rod, and in gratitude exclaim, '' Before I 
was afflicted I went astray, but now I have kept 
Thy word " ? 

" DoBt thoa my profit seek. 
And chasten as a friend ? 
O Lord, I'd kiss the smarting rod. 
There's honey in the end." 

How different, how awfhUy different, is the 
state of the ungodly! Their afflictions are not 
sanctified: so that instead of softening their 
hearts, they only harden them the more, — ^instead 
of bringing them to the Saviour with tears of re* 
pentance and sorrow for sin, it only hurries them. 
on to their own destructkm. Through the blind- 
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ness and hardness of their impenitent hearts, they 
are unable to see the hand of God in their afflic- 
tions, or to discover EQs purposes of love in thus 
arresting them in their ungodly course, if per- 
chance they may be led to bethink themselves and 
forsake their evil ways. They have no throne of 
grace whither they love to resort, to pray for mercy 
to pardon and grace to help in every time of 
need. They have no Comforter on whom to oast 
all their cares — ^no heavenly Father to approach 
vdth confidence for a supply of all their wants — 
no word of Ok>d to comfort them — ^no sweet 
promises to console them — ^no rock to shelter 
them — ^no heavenly home to cheer them — nothing, 
in short, but that awful doom which awaits the 
wicked — that fearful looking for of judgment and of 
fiery indignation which shall devour the adversary, 
yea, 

** Darkness, death, and long despair, 
Reign in eternal silenee there." 

O awfiil consideration! who can dwell with 
everlasting burnings ? O let us be restrained by 
the terrors of the Lord ; and when our thoughts 
are turned to so awful a subject, let us be thank; 
ful for the assurance of saving fidth, and join 
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heartily in the following pi»yer : — Let us die the- 
death of the righteous, and let our last end he liko; 
his. Let us never walk in the paths of sin. 
Grant, Lord, that we may ever find Thee a very 
present help in time of trouble ; that we may ever 
he able to take comfort £rpm thy promises, joy 
from thy word, and consolation from prayer. 
Grant that we may glory even in tribulation, and 
fear not, so long as we can discern the print of our 
Saviour's footsteps. He is the Way, and the Truth, 
and the Life : may we, therefore, run with alacrity 
in that heavenly path which he has marked out to 
us, to lead us home to our Father s house, although 
that path may be strewed with thorns and watered 
with our tears. Enable us at the close of life to 
say, — Thou hast kept us by the power of Thy right 
hand, so that no evil has come nigh our dweUing. 
Thou hast been faithful to Thy promises, and hast 
caused all things to work together for our good. 
When Thou hast seen good to afflict us, Thou 
stoodst by us, and with the light of Thy countenance 
Thou didst cheer our soul. When Thou afflic- 
tedst us with the loss of friends who were near and 
•dear to us. Thou didst, by Thy presence of love, 
make up for their loss. Thou hast supplied all 
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our needs aooording to the rich treasures of Thy 
giHce ; Thou hast borne mth all our sins, whether 
of omission or commission^ all our backslidings, 
all our provocations ; and all that we have to offer 
m return for Thy unspeakable kindness, Thy rich 

and undeserved mercy, are these hard hearts of 
ours, still so little sensible of Thy kindness and 
love. But O do Thou soften them with the in- 
fluences of Thy grace. And now we are ready to 
cross the Jordan of death, do Thou comfort us 
with Thy rod and Thy staff, and make us to fear 
no evil through the dark valley of the shadow of 
death. Lord, grant all of us may be so fitlly pre- 
pared for that solemn event, that when each of us 
shall be summoned to appear before Thee, we may 
welcome the approach of death and say, — Gome, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly ; conduct our longing 
souls to the mansions of bliss. And O may we 
then experience that our light afflictions in this life, 
which have been but for a moment, have wrought- 
in us a feur more exceeding and eternal weight of 
giory. 

My friends, as in this chequered scene there 
are various sorts of joys, so are there various sorts 
of afflictions ; and as you know not beforehand the 

£ 2 
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path by which you may be led to glory, I shall 
endeavour to point out some of those afflictions 
which may befal you. 

1. Should it please Grod to afflict you with 
bodily sickness, endeavour to trace the hand of Ood 
in your chastisement. It often pleases Grod won- 
derfully to support his children in the time of HI- 
ness ; for he can turn the chamber of sickness jbita 
a hall of rejoicing; and impart peace and joy to 
the soul, even when bodily rest is denied, and 
when you are full of tossings to and firo until the 
mormng. This has been the experience of God's 
children in every age, and it has also been my 
blessed^ experience. 

Some time ago, it pleased God to afflict me with 
a long and lingering illness, iosomuch that for 
many months I was exhausted with weakness and 
oppressed with pain. But I found, to my joyful 
experience, that God is a very present help in the 
day of trouble ; and that He could stay His rough 
wind in the day of the east wind, and impart com- 
fort and strength when the soul is ready to faint* 
His loving-kindness is new every morning, and 
His faithfulness every night. He is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. His love remains 
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the same ; tlierefore, my Mends, should trouble 
overtake any of you, confide in BBs love. Be as- 
sured there is more to be learned in a sick room, 
than amidst the gay scenes of the world. Then it 
is that the soul feels the vanity of all ecffthly 
things; then are the children of God humbled, 
and taught to feel their entire dependence on Him 
who alone can wound and heal ; then is it that the 
faith, the patience, and fortitude of Christians are 
put to the test, and the power of religion in the 
soul is shewn forth to the encouragement of pil- 
grims in their journey through this vale of tears. 
It dehghts and sustains them, to witness the forti- 
tude, hope, and patience which some display on a 
sick bed : and surely, too, it must afford a useful 
lesson to the ungodly, to see with what patience 
and fortitude a Christian can sustain affliction; 
and with what composure— nay, joy and exulta- 
tion — ^he can bid adieu to this earthly scene. 
Surely there must be some reality in religion, when 
it can thus divest the king of terrors of all his 
ghastliness. Surely religion is no cunningly de- 
vised fable, when it can cheer the soul of the Chris- 
tian through a life of suffering and of trial, and 
sustain him in the agonies of dissolution. No 
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fallacious system could stand such a test — ^the de- 
lusion (were it such) would es:plode on the ap- 
proach of death. 

Think you then, O Ghristians, it is a small 
thing for you to teach such a lesson by your suffer- 
ings, to a world lying in wickedness ? O, there- 
fore, should it please Gk>d to visit yon with sick- 
ness, pray fervently that you may be strengthened 
with all might in the inner man, so that you may 
sustain your sufferings as becometh the children of 
Ood. But beware of entertaining a secret wisb 
that illness might overtake you, in order that you 
might prove your love to the Saviour ; or of living 
in anticipation of it, for that might tend to pro- 
duce it. Only, should it happen unto you accord- 
ing to Grod's good pleasure, endeavour to be pa- 
tient under it. Follow the example of your 
Saviour in all things. Take up the prayer whiclr 
he uttered in the midst of his agonies, and in the 
anticipation of the still greater sufferings which 
awaited him : — ^Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me ; nevertheless, not my will, but 
Thine be done. And if, through the love of God, 
you do receive it with resignation, and bear it with 
fortitude, let that tend to humble rather than exalt 
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yon, remembering that it was sent for yonr chas- 
tisement ; and that it was through the rich grace 
of Grod, freely and undeservedly bestowed^ that 
you were enabled to sustain it, therefore you have 
nothing wherewith to glory : and moreover, they 
that glory should glory in the Lord, and in Him 
alone. No doubt the sufferings of the body are 
often very acute and hard to bear, but be thankftd, 
my friends, so long as you are not troubled in 
spirit ; for the soul of a man can sustain his infir- 
mity, but a wounded spirit who can bear ? It 
often happens in acute fevers, that patients are 
affected with delirium, and then what pitiable ob- 
jects they become ! The loss of reason has been 
well described as the last stage of human wretched- 
ness. No doubt in such a case we cannot be ac- 
countable for our actions ; but it sometimes hap- 
pens that the reason is only partially affected; and 
when Christiana are thus a£9icted in seasons of 
despondency, and the withdrawing of God s coun- 
tenance, it is hard to discriminate between the evil 
suggestions of the Tempter^ and the innate de- 
pravity of the heart Then are they troubled with 
dismay, sorrow, and anguish of mind. 
In this state of mind Job seems to have beeUa 
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when he said, — ^The terrors of God do set them- 
selves in array against me ; oh that I might have 
my request, and that God would grant me the 
thing that I long for ! Even that it would please 
God to destroy me, — that he would let loose his 
hand and cut me off! Yet fear not, fellow-chris* 
tians, the Lord, who hath preserved and assisted 
us in so many dangers and difficulties already, will 
never leave us nor forsake us. He will never suf- 
fer us to he tempted above what we are able ; bat 
wiU with the temptation make a way to escape, 
that we may be able to bear it ; yea, the Lord 
shall deliver us from every evil work, and will pre- 
serve us to His heavenly kingdom : to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. My friends, I 
know it to be so of a truth. I can subscribe to 
these cheering promises from personal experience, 
for I once had an iUness which affected my reason. 
It lasted only a few weeks ; but what I then suf- 
fered no tongue can tell — ^no language can de- 
scribe. Death, which I never before dreaded, 
though appearing ever so near, now seemed horri- 
ble to think of. I seemed as if I had lost all 
faith, and therefore T lost all hope. Then might 
it indeed be said of me — O thou afflicted, tossed 
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with tempest, but not comforted. O what is bodily 
pain compared with mental anguish ? If ever I 
needed the prayers of God's people — ^if ever I 
needed succour^ it was then ; and I needed it not 
in vain; for I had the kindness, attention, and 
prayers of all around me, and in a short time was 
restored to perfect reason. May God reward aU 
those, through whose kindness and intercessory 
prayers I was so graciously restored! I often feel 
sorry that I retain so distinct a recoUecticn of 
the anguish of that time, though I am persuaded 
it is for some wise and gracious purpose that so 
vivid an impression remains. 

O then, my friends, be assured &at whatever 
affliction it may be your lot to endure, whether 
bodily or mental, is ordttned for your good, and 
therefore it becomes you to acknowledge in real 
sincerity the love and wisdom of God in afflicting 
you. In the time of sickness use such means as 
may be considered beneficial, but look beyond 
those means for a healing cure to Him whose pre- 
rogative it is to wound and to heal, to kill and to 
make alive. Do not exhaust yourselves, as many 
pious people do, in the time of sickness, with much 
reading and other reUgious exercises, for God 
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loveth mercy rather than sacrifice. It is delight- 
ful when the patient is able to rest in some of the 
sweet promises contained in God's word, and 
thence to draw comfort and consolation. My 
friends, may this be your joyfal experience in the 
time of illness ; may you be able to rest in God's 
promises and confide in His love; may you be 
able to wait with patience the time of your de- 
liverance, and in meek submission say. The cup 
which my Father giveth me, shall I not drink it ? 
2. Should it please God to try your faith by 
afflicting some of your dear friends, endeavour to 
bear it with patience and fortitude. To feeling 
and tender hearts it is indeed a sore trial to wit- 
ness the sufierings of those in whom their soul is 
bound up, — to watch the inroads of disease on 
the exhausted frame, the pallid cheek, and languid 
eye of those whos^ smiles were wont to cheer 
them, and whose fond caresses used to gladd^Q 
their hearts. It is a sad reflection to think 
that those whom we fondly love may soon be 
snatched from us by the cruel and relentless hand 
of death ; when all that remains of the beloved 
object will be a lifeless lump of clay ! .None but 
a heart susceptible of the tenderest feelings of 
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nature can form a just estimate of such a scene. 
Well can I sympathise with those who have it to 
bear, for it has been my lot to watch by the sick- 
bed of those whom I fondly loved, to attend 
to their wants, and to alleviate their suffering 
by the ministrations of love, when I thought 
perhaps every pulsation might be the last! — 
My friends, if ever you should be placed in such 
painful circumstances, be assured that even then 
God will be watching over you, and the arms of 
His love will be outstretched to support and com- 
fort you under your trial; for His arm is not 
shortened that it cannot save, neither is His ear 
heavy that it cannot hear. He will either answer 
your prayers by restoring your beloved firiends to 
health, or else He will endow you with strength 
and fortitude to bear up under the painful bereave- 
ment May be it is the loss of a tender and 
affectionate mother you are called upon to deplore 
— ^that mother whose watchful care protected you 
in the period of infancy, when she nourished you 
with her milk, taught your limbs to move, and 
your tongue to lisp its unformed accents. In your 
childhood, she mourned over your little grie&; 
rejoiced in your innocent delights ; administered 

F 
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to you the healing bahn of sickness ; and instilled 
into your mind the love of truth, of virtue, and of 
wisdom. Oh ! cherish every sentiment of respect 
for such a mother : she merits your warmest gra- 
titude, esteem, and veneration. But mourn not 
as those who have no hope. She is only gone 
before to join the company of the redeemed, and 
to be for ever with the Lord; whither in a few 
fleeting years, at the longest, you must also follow. 
O then, follow her now by the eye of faith to that 
happy place- — ^think of the blessedness she enjoys 
there, and let the delightful vision stimulate you 
onwards in the cause of virtue and of holiness, so 
that you may be found worthy at last to partidi- 
pate in those celestial joys. Thus, my dear friends; 
out of a painful bereavement shall great good arise 
to you. And be it father or mother, brother or 
sister, or any other dearly beloved Mend, whose 
sick-bed you are called on to attend, or whose 
loss it is your fate to deplore, the same remaxks 
will apply, the same happy results will follow- 
Thus it is that all things work together for good 
to them that love God. then let us praise His 
goodness with songs of thanksgivings and meditate 
in silence on the wonders of His love. 
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3. Should it please Ood to afiBict you by the 
unkindness of any one who is near and dear to 
you> whether by the ties of parental affection, filial 
love, or endearing friendship, endeavour to bear 
up under the painful trial, with self-denial, pati- 
ence, and resignation. To those of my readers 
who are possessed of generous and loving disposi- 
tions, I feel persuaded that no temporal trial can 
well be more painful than to be treated with cold 
neglect, ingratitude, or cruel unkindness, in return 
for their dutiful affection — their ill-requited love. 
But on this, as on all other trials; religion affords 
a healing, a consolatory influence. Bemember 
there is a Friend who sticketh closer than a bro- 
ther. Think also how cruelly the 'Redeemer him- 
self was deserted by Hib earthly firiends, for whom 
He was about to lay down His Ufe, when in the 
hour of trial they all foisodk Him and fled ! Be 
assured after all there* is some occasion for the 
trial. Perhaps GK>d, who is ever watching over 
you for good, saw that yoa were fixing your hearts 
-too much upon worldly objects, and forgetting 
Himself, in whom all your affeotions and cdl your 
desires ought to centre, — ^that you were setting up 
an idol in your hearts, to the exclusion of Him 
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who hath declared, " I am a jealons Grod" — "My 
glory will I not give to another/' And this very 
unkindness which constitates your trial, may be 
His means of weaning your too fond affections 
from the unworthy object of your overweening 
love; for 

*' Every human tie may perish, 
Friend to friend unfaithful prove. 
Mothers cease their bahes to cherish. 
Heaven and earth at last remove, — 

But no changes 
Can attend Jehovah's love." 

Every good and perfect gift cometh down from the 
Father of Lights, with whom there is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning. 

4. Should it please God to afflict you by allow- 
ing the world to speak evil of you, let not this 
afflict you with overmuch sorrow, but comfort 
yourselves with the thoughts of your own inno- 
cence. You can also with confidence approach 
your heavenly Father, and say, — ^Lord, Thou who 
searchest the heart and tryest the reins^ Thoa 
knowest the way in which I have walked ; Thou 
knowest that I am innocent of this accusation. 
Do Thou, in Thy own good time, make known to 
the world my innocence and just dealing, for 
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Thine . own name s sake^ and Thy holy religion, 
that no reproach may be cast thereon by thy un- 
worthy servant. Our Lord said^ when about to leave 
this world,— -Marvel not if the world hate you; ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye 
were of the world, the .world would love its 
own^ but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the worlds therefore the 
world hateth you. The disciple is not above his 
master, nor the servant above his lord. If they 
have called the master of the house Beelzebub, 
how. much more shall they call those of his house- 
hold ? Many th^e are who speak Cowardly with 
theii; lips, and through envy or jealousy put a 
wrong construction upon your actions ; and sad 
to say, these evil feelings sometimes find a place 
for a time, in the hearts of tliose who love the 
Lord. But 0, my .friends, should your character 
be maligned &om such unworthy motives, give no 
cause for your enemies to triumph through any 
display of impatience or hastiness of temp^, on 
your part^ but rather giving place to wrath: return 
not railing for railing, but shew by your gentleness 
and forbearance that you cherish no feelings of 
resentment ; but that, on the contraiy, you can 

f2 



66 AN ADDRESS TO 

extend your hearty forgiveness towards your 
calumniators. This no doubt is a grace that is 
difficult to attain^ but you ought to pray for it 
with vehement desire ; for if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses^ neither will your heavenly Father 
forgive you. Listen to the commandment of the 
Saviour: Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them that despitefiilly use you and perse- 
cute you. Endeavour by your forbearance and 
forgiveness to gain over your enemies ; and not by 
your malice and revenge to harden them in their 
wickedness. Nothing shews rehgion in a more 
lovely and engaging point of view, than for us to 
manifest to the world that it sheds a benign influ- 
ence over the whole of our lives, and engenders in 
us a meek and forgiving disposition. Of what 
avail are all our professions, if religion has no 
power to check the waywardness of our disposi- 
tions ? Let none of us, then, render evil for evil, 
but overcome evil with good, for by so doing wo 
obey the Saviour s command, and do honor to his 
sacred name. Besides, there is nothing to be got 
by cherishing a spirit of cruel revenge and cow- 
ardly retaliation, but misery, danger, and dishonour. 
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By a most truly wise and wonderful arrangement^ 
the christian duties and christian joys are as indis- 
solubly connected as cause and e£Pect ; so that the 
one naturally flows from the other : hence the path 
of duty is the path of safety^ of inward satisfaction^ 
of happiness and peace. Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth. It is even possible, nay 
highly probable, that you may be persecuted for 
righteousness' sake — ^for your laudable endeavours 
to do good to your fellow-creatures, whether as 
regards their spirtual or temporal concerns.— 
Should you be subjected to persecution for such a 
cause, let it not abate your ardour, or alter your 
intent ; for *' blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you and persecute you and say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake," are the cheering 
words of the Saviour to those who suffer persecu- 
tion for righteousness' sake. The world's oppres- 
sion is no dishonour ; on the contrary, it is the 
truest dignity and exaltation. Bejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you. Exalted honour, to be ranked with 
tlie prophets! Fear not, then, the sneers and 
frowns of the world, but follow on in the path of 
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dirty, knowing that your labour in the Lord shall 
not be in vain. 

5. Shoold it please God to make trial of your 
faith by temporary or continued poverty, repine 
not at your lot, but endeavour to possess your sonl 
in patience. If riches are denied you, then also 
are you freed &om those cankering cares which 
worldly wealth so often engenders : It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle; than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
Take heed and beware of covetousness ; for a 
man s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth. The Lord of heaven 
and earth, when he '' tabernacled among men," 
was pleased to forego worldly enjoyments, and to 
lead a life of poverty and privation. Foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of man had not where to lay His head. The 
sweet singer of Israel bears faithful testimony on 
this subject : '' I have been young and now am 
old ; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread." He also says, — A 
little that a righteous man hath, is better than 
the riches of many wicked. Numerous passages 
of Scripture might be quoted to shew the futility 
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of riches and Qod's watchfdl oare over them 
that fear Him, with which, no douht, many of iay 
readers are well acquainted ; hut I shall here con- 
fine myself to that striking passage wherein our 
Saviour alludes to the suhject in his sermon on 
the mount : Take no thought for your Ufe, what 
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life 
more than meat, and the body than raiment? 
Behold the fowls of the air : for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into bams ; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow ; they toil not^ neither do 
they spin : And yet I say unto you^ that even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed hke one 
of these. Wherefore if God so clothe the grass of 
the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast 
into the fire, shall he not much more clothe you ? 
Therefore take no thought saying, What shall we 
eat? or what shall we drink? or wherewithal 
shall we be clothed ? For your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness ; and all these things shall be added 
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unto you. O then endeavour to cast all your 
ofire upon Him who oareth for you. Do not 
brood over your temporal concerns with undue 
solicitude^ or over-anxious care. Endeayour to 
act your part with diligence^ economy, and pru- 
dence, and leave the event to the all- wise Disposer 
of events. Your fare may be frugal, ajid your 
portion may be scant ; but think how it fared with 
Daniel and his three companions, who chose pulse 
to eat and water to drink, in order to shew to a 
heathen people that the most humble £Eire with God s 
blessing, was better than the portion of the king's 
meat and the wine which he drank. 

Perhaps poverty may have co;ne upon you by 
some sudden change of fortune which no prudence 
could foresee or care prevent. Comfort yourselves 
then with the reflection, that it was not by any 
extravagance or want of diligence on your part, 
and that with proper management circumstances 
may again change for the better ; and endeavour 
to improve the visitation by tracing the hand of 
God in it, who afflicts not willingly, but chastens 
his people for wise and gracious purposes. 

6. Should your affliction arise &om beholding 
some dearly beloved Mends or relatives forsaking 
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the paths of virtue and following the ways wherein 
destroyers go, sink not under the trial, but use 
every effort to reclaim the lost sheep. Pray with- 
out ceasing for the unhappy wanderers, and who 
knows but your prayers may have the desired 
effect ? The grace of Ood, which arrested Saul 
the persecutor, and filled him with zeal in preach- 
ing the gospel, is still sufficient to subdue the 
most obdurate will, and melt the hardest heart, — 
to check the mad career of profligacy, and convert 
the most thoughtless sinner into a prayerful saint 
Bemember, also, that much may be done in the 
causeof religion by a mild and amiable demean- 
our towards the objects of your solicitude. Avoid 
all bitter reproaches and unnecessary harshness, 
for no one was ever yet insulted into religion. 
Endeavour rather to gain them over by kind per- 
suasions and gentle remonstnmces. Present re- 
ligion to them in the most dignified and lovely 
character, so that by seeing its happy effects on 
your own dispositiotis, they may be smitten by its 
fascinating influence. And watch with care the 
first inclination to virtue. Cherish the infont 
desire as a plant of tender growth, until by degrees 
the longings of the soul become confirmed in the 
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sinner s conversion. Thrice happy you to be thus 
instrumental in saving a soul from death. There 
is joy among the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
just persons who need no repentance. 

7. Should your affliction proceed from spiritual 
darkness, and the hiding of Grod s countenance^ 
give no sleep to your eyes, nor slumber to your 
eyelids, until you have found out the cause. Should 
you be constrained to take up the language of Job, 
and say, — ^Behold I go forward, but He is not 
there ; and backward, but I cannot perceive Him. 
Oh that I knew where I might find Him, that I 
might come even to his seat ! — ^be still of good 
cheer; for such earnest longings after God will 
not remain long unanswered. It may be Gt)d's 
purpose, in this affliction, to make you value His 
presence still more than you have hitherto done ; 
or the withdrawing of His countenance may be 
occasioned by the estrangement of your affections, 
in consequence of secret sin. Then pour out your 
soul in prayer and supplication before God, and 
say, — Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
try me and know my thoughts, and see if there be 
any wicked way at all in me, and lead me in the 
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way everlasting. Hide not Thy face from me, lest 
I be like unto them that go down into the pit. 
Cause me to hear Thy loving-kindness in the 
morning, for in Thee do I trust. 

Continue your devotions with true smcerity, and 
in God's own time shall your prayers be answered. 
Then shall your covenant with God be renewed — 
My beloved is mine, and I am his. Betum unto 
Me, and I will return unto you, saith our God. 
Then shall you enjoy a foretaste of that blessed- 
ness which shall be fully revealed when the ran- 
somed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : 
they shall obtain joy and gladness ; and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. 

8. Should your affliction proceed fix)m the power 
of in-dweUing sin, from a discovery of your entire 
weakness and utter inabiUty to keep even the least 
of God's commandments, be not utterly cast down 
on this account ; for many of God's people have 
experienced this painful affliction. Even Paul, by 
reason of the dominion of sin, was forced to ex- 
claim — O wretched man that I am, who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? Under 
this sore trial, you may be tempted to doubt the 
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reality of your conversion, but be not led astray by 
the suggestions of the evil one; for we know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren. Do you love to associate with 
the servants of Gk)d, and to discourse with them 
about His perfections, ways, and works ; the best 
methods of promoting His glory, the peace of His 
Church, and the benefit of mankind ? O, then, 
take comfort ; for your mutual warnings, exhorta- 
tions, counsels, and encouragements, — ^your spi- 
ritual, affectionate, and animating conversations, 
and all the words which the Lord deUghteth to 
hear, will at length be made known before men and 
angels, as the evidences of your love, and the 
fruits of your conversion. — " They that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord 
hearkened and heard it ; and a book of remem- 
brance was written before Him, for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name; 
— and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts> 
in the day when I make up my jewels." 

9. Should your afflictions proceed from a know- 
ledge that you have offended and displeased the 
God whom you love, — ^that by your words or ac- 
tions you have grieved His holy spirit^ and denied 
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die Lord who bought you, O, then, humble your- 
selves in the dust before Him ; confess your ini- 
quity, and say— I have sinned against the Lord ; 
against Thee only have I sinned, and in Thy sight 
done this great wickedness. Plead before Him 
your own weakness and proneness to err, — ^the 
merits of Christ's righteousness, and his own long- 
sufiPering and tender mercy towards them that love 
Him. — The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He hath not 
dealt with us after our sins^ nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our iniquities. For as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward 
them that fear Him. For he knoweth our &ame» 
He remembereth that we are dust. Endeavour to 
see sin in all its frightfol deformity ; and strive, 
with grief and hatred thereof, to turn from it unto 
God, with full purpose of new obedience, and every 
endeavour after newness of life. 

*' May I resolve, with aU my heart. 
With all my powers, to serve the Lord : 
Nor from his precepts e'er depart, 
Whose service is a rich reward." 

Thus have I endeavoured to point out, accord- 
ing to the measure of my humble capacity, tho 
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various trials, afflictions, and dispensations, inci- 
dent to the Christian life, and which God employs 
for the chastisement of His people. Happy they, 
whose faith is thereby strengthened, whose salva- 
tion is thereby promoted, and on whose behalf 
affliction answers the purposes for which it was 
sent; so that they come out of the furnace of af- 
fliction like gold purified seven times. Happy 
they, who can say with David — ^Before I was 
afflicted I went astray, but now have I kept Thy 
word ; and with St. Paul — The sufferings of this 
present life are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed hereafter. Think 
of the sufferings to which the Prophets and Evan- 
geUsts were subjected. They were tempted, they 
were buffeted, they wandered about in sheep-skins 
and goat-skins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented. 
Of whom the world was not worthy. Living in 
deserts and in caves of the mountains. Think 
also of the sufferings endured by the saints and 
martyrs in the latter days. They were reviled, 
they were persecuted even to the death, seahng 
their testimony with their blood. Oh, then, what 
a blessing it is to live in these peaceful times, 
when every one of you can sit down under your 
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tine and under your fig-tree, none daring to make 
you afraid ! Let this reflection induce you to 
look leas to your afflictions, and more at your 
blessings* Let faith and hope, patience and 
resignation, support you on the way, and in the 
time of need, He who has promised neyer to leave 
you nor forsake you, will stretch out His helping 
hand to assist you, and will shew you by His pro^ 
vidential dealings with you, that your extremity 
is His gracious opportunity ; and though He may 
linger until you have nearly lost all hope, yet in 
His own time, He will come and will not tarry. 
Stand £eist, then, amidst the storms of adyersity, 
for the Lord is mightier than all your enemies, 
and can say to the raging tempest— Peace, be still. 
Let your afflictions, then, lead you to rely with 
still greater confidence on the protecting and 
watchful care of the Keeper of Israel, who slum* 
bers not nor sleeps ; as the oak acquires additional 
firmness from the storms with which it is assailed. 
The child fears not to wander from home amid 
the sun-beams of noon ; but when the shades of 
evening advance, he is impelled by fear to retrace 
his wandering steps and to seek a shelter in his 
father s home. Thus should it be with you when 
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affliction overtakes you. Look around you with 
watchftd care ; — ^inwardly examine, and see if you 
have not wandered from home in the days of 
prosperity, — ^if your affection to your bountifdl 
Benefactor has not been withdrawn, and your 
dependence upon Him lessened ; and if so, lose 
no time in retracing your steps, and endeavour 
with contrition and gratitude to regain the favour 
and protection of your heavenly Father, and to 
w^ before Him in newness of life. Thus shall 
your affliction be sanctified, and you shall know 
of a surety that it has been sent for your good. — 
Thus shall you enjoy closer communion with 
God, and be brought to the very gate of heaven ; 
setting aside every weight and the sin which doth 
so easily beset you, and looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of your faith. 

My young friends, I cannot wish you a greater 
blessing than that you may be able to bear afflic- 
tion as becometh the children of God and the 
heirs of glory, that you may thereby be made 
meet for the inheritance of the saints in Ught^ so 
that at length it may be said of you, — These are 
they who have come out of great tribulation ; who 
have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ENDEAVOUR, IN THE SEVENTH PLACE, TO SHEW 
YOUR LOVE TO GOD BY YOUR HOLY CONVERSATION 

Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh. Christians ought to be particularly 
careful over their words, never forgetting that the 
tongue is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison* I 
would not have you to assume an air of sullen 
silence or gloomy reserve ; for Christians, of all 
others, have reason to be cheerful and happy; 
only I would caution you against frivolous and 
foolish discourse: because we must give an ac- 
count, at the day of judgment, of every idle word 
that we shall speak. Let it then form a part of 
your daily prayers to God, that He may set a 
watch upon your mouths, and keep the door of 
your lips ; for, alas, all are liable to speak unad- 
visedly with their Ups, and to utter perverse things. 
O, therefore, as much as in you Ues, let your con- 
versation on every occasion bo such as becometh 
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the gospel of Christ; that it may be with grac^ 
seasoned with salt^ and that it may minister grace 
unto the hearers. Let the words of meekness, 
kindness, and loye, dwell upon your tongae ; let 
no passionate or angry expression escape your lips; 
and when you are reviled, revile not again, — ^when 
you are reproached, threaten not ; but commit 
your cause to Him who judgeth righteously. 
When in company with your GhristiaQ firiends, be 
cautious not to say any thing that might disgrace 
your Christian profession, 

Endeavour to help one another on the road to 
heaven. If any one ask your advice, give it in 
meekness and humility. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom, admonishing 
one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs. Thus will your souls prosper, your faith 
be confirmed, and your happiness increased. 
Should the voice of slander be raised against your 
neighbour, take no part in it : if you have not the 
resolution to repress it by open rebuke, shew at 
least by your silence, that you disapprove of all 
slander, and backbiting, and evil-speaking. The 
shafts of malice and envy are often directed against 
ihe people of God : and I am suie it would grieve 
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any of you, were you afterwards to find that you 
had sat with those who had maligned and vilified 
God s chosen ones, and you had not made an effort 
to repress the slander ; or worse still, if you have 
listened thereunto with approving assent. I shall 
not even suppose that you would join in the slan- 
der ; for the love of God that is in you, the love 
of mankind, the Christian charitiea and graces 
whereby your whole life and conduct are habitually 
regulated, warrant the hope that you would not at 
any time be so forgetful of your duty. You know 
that thus it is written, concerning Gods elect: 
" No weapon that is formed against thee shall pros- 
per; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in 
judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heri- 
tage of the servants of the Lord." Remember also 
that the commandment is — Speak evil of no man: 
therefore, all Christians are strictly prohibited &om 
speaking evil of any person whatever. 

The Christian heart should be the abode of 
love ; for God dwelleth there — and God is love. 
If we love one another, God dwelleth in us. Let 
us therefore (on this as on all other occasions) do 
unto others, as we would that they should do unto 
us. Should it be necessary, in order to vindicate 
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your onm character, or the characters of those you 
love> to tell the faults of others, do it in meekness 
and charity, — steadfastly adhere to the truth,— 
speak not any thing from supposition, — state only 
what you knour to 6e true. This you know is not 
evil-speaking ; but bearing testimony to the truth. 
Every one knows by what a trivial incident the 
conversation of a whole evening is often turned in 
a particular chaimel. A slight remade on the 
state of the weather, may lead a whole company U> 
discourse sweetly on thd goodness of God, and His 
providential care in making our valleys wave with 
golden plenty, and in bringimg to maturity the 
fruits of the earth, so a& to provide abimdance af 
food for man and beast. Or a passing enquiry as 
to the health of some absent friend, may turn the 
conversation on the subject of God s kindness, in 
blessing us and our friends with health and 
strength, while others may be moumrng under 
family bereavements. This, in all probability, may 
lead on to the subject of God% dealings with usy 
and the plan of salvation through a crucified 
Bedeemer. 

I wish, by these remarks, to shew you, in a 
striking point of view, the respotisihility which at- 
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tacliea to every one of you, when in the company 
of your friends. It might perhaps not be proper, 
by reason of your youth, for you to iead the dis- 
course ; but it is your duty to watoh with care, 
lest any unprofitable discourse be indulged in ; and 
if by any well-timed and judicious remark, you 
should be the means of turning the conversation 
upon profitable subjects, there is not one in the 
company, who will not afterwards think of you 
with gratitude. Endeavour, then, to make your 
conversation profitable to all who hear you ; and 
thus will all men take knowledge of you, that you 
have be^i with Jesus, who himself said, — ^By your 
words ye shall be justified, and by your words ye 
shall be condemned. 

Alas ! my young friends, how must we all ac» 
knowledge our short-comings and unworthiness 
before a heart-searching God, when the Book of 
God's rem^nhranoe is opened, and it appears be- 
fore an assembled world, how often we have 
joined in idle and vain conversation. May it then 
not appear against any of us, that we have encou- 
raged or given utterance to hurtful or wicked 
words ! In this life we ought to be humble for 
the sins we have committed, and thankftd for 
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those, from which, by the grace of God, we hare 
beea kept free. Oh ! were it not for the cleansing 
eflBlcacy of that Fountain which is ever open for 
sin and for uncleanness, whither should we flee for 
refuge ? 

** Black we to that Fountain fly, 
Wash us, Saviour, or we die ! " 

In your intercourse with the world, however 
respectable the company you keep, it is not un- 
charitable to suppose that you may now and then 
meet with unconverted or imgodly persons; in 
which case, it becomes you to act with great 
caution. A desire to promote the glory of God 
aad the good of immortal souls, would no doubt 
incline you to ojflfer a word of serious advice or 
friendly remonstrance ; but take heed that ye cast 
not your peaxls before swine, lest they trample 
them under their feet, and turn again and rend 
you. It may not be a fitting opportunity, — and 
the advice that was meant for good, may be re- 
ceived with a sneer or a scoff against the religion 
which you wished to recommend. But while you 
take due heed that you offend not with your 
tongue, let not a false dehcacy keep you from 
speaking a word in season to them who are ready 



* 
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to perish. Who knows but you may be the 
means of causing a sinner to forsake the evil of 
his ways, to cry for mercy at a throne of grace, 
and to seek an interest in the merits and inter- 
cession of tlie Saviour ? Since it may be that a 
few words fitly spoken may lead to such a blessed 
result, with what soUcitude lest you should give 
offence, with what firmness lest you should miss 
the chance, ought you to watch the fitting oppor- 
tunity ! And when you essay to speak in such a 
cause. Oh let the words of meekness, tenderness, 
and charity flow from your tongue ! remember- 
ing that had it not been for the free and sovereign 
grace of Ood, you yourself would sdll have been 
wandering in the broad way that leadeth to des- 
truction — ^without hope and without God in the 
world — destitute of that Divine love which now 
warms your bosom, and makes you valiant in the 
cause of truth — ^which raises your a£fections from 
earthly enjoyments, and makes you take a deUght 
in the service of God — it being in your estimation 
more precious than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold; sweeter also than honey and the honey- 
comb. 

H 
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" Let love through all your actions run. 
And all your words be mild ; 
Live like the blessed Virgin's Son, 
That meek and lowly child." 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

IN THE EIGHTH PLACE, YOU MUST SHEW YOUR 
LOVE TO GOD BY YOUR ATTENTION TO THE SOCIAL 
AND DOMESTIC DUTIES OF LIFE. 

Be assured, my firiends, the religion of the heart 
is best discovered in the domestic circle. It is 
there the christian graces unfold themselves — ^it is 
there the christian virtues are called into action^ 
You may deceive the world, but you cannot deceive 
your nearest and dearest friends, who have the 
fullest opportunities of witnessing your deportment 
under every incident, trial, and vicissitude of life. 
Seeing then that the peace and happiness of your 
kind and affectionate friends must be influenced, 
in a material degree, by your demeanour, O ren- 
der love for love, and reciprocate those fond en- 
dearments which bind families together in love 
and unity, and constitute the charm of social life. 

To those of my readers who are still under the 
parental roof, I shall first address myself: My 
dear young Mends, if it has pleased God to bless 
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you with kind, affectionate, and indulgent parents^ 
who have trained you up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord, embrace every opportunity of 
shewing your gratitude to them for the benefits 
you have derived from their valuable instructions, 
pious example, and earnest prayers; by a respect- 
ful^ submissive, and obliging deportment. Think 
also of the many temporal blessings they have 
bestowed upon you, and with what tender and 
affectionate solicitude they have protected your 
helpless infancy, supplying your every want, and 
administering to your every comfort, — ^how they 
have toiled for your welfare, superintended your 
education, and made due arrangements for your 
future station in life. O be thankful for their 
kindness, and endeavour to reward their labours 
of love. Betum their kindness with dutiful affec- 
tion and cheerful obedience. Study their interest 
and reputation; their comforts and ease; their 
wants and wishes. Exercise self-denial — be fin- 
gal and diligent — submit to inconveniences and 
restraints for their sakes — ^bear with their infirmi- 
ties and soothe their sorrows. Pay deference to 
their opinion, and consult them in every under- 
taking as long as they live. Thus will it appear 
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to them and to others^ that their prayers on your 
behalf have been graciously answered. If you 
really love your parents, you will love to please 
them, you will strive to meet their wishes by anti- 
cipation ; and their approving smile will be a suf- 
ficient reward, while a frown from them will fill 
you with sorrow. How can a dutiftd, affectionate 
child bear a loving father s frown ? It has often 
surprised me to witness the indifference which 
some children display towards their parents, and 
amongst those, too, who profess religion. But O 
I pity the youth whose heart has never leaped 
with joy at a fathers or a mothers fond embrace! 
I pity the youth whose eyes have never sparkled 
with deUght on beholding the smile of love and 
tenderness irradiate the countenance of an affec- 
tionate parent ! Such be they who ridicule affec- 
tion ; but can any thing in this world be more 
lovely, more delightful, than to behold a family 
united together in the bonds of christian fellow- 
ship and love, all striving to increase the domestic 
harmony ; loving one other with a self-denying 
love, and attending to each other with parental 
care and filial regard? Behold how good a 
thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity ! 

h2 
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Is it your happy lot individually to be a member 
of such a family ? be thankful for such a pri- 
vilege. The Unes have fallen to you in pleasant 
places. You now enjoy, as it were, a foretaste of 
heaven — that happy and holy place where 

*' Love in every bosom reigns, 
For God himself is king." 

But, my dear young friends, while I thus strong- 
ly recommend the pleasures of domestic felicity, I 
would have you not to rest wholly on these creature 
comforts ; for, alas, even these exalted enjoyments 
are fleeting and transitory in their nature ! At the 
commencement of the year, health and prosperity 
may cheer the family board, and before its close 
you may be called on to mourn the loss of your 
departed friends. Should such a calamity befal 
you, you must put your trust in God, who is the 
orphan's shield and the widow's stay. And that you 
may not be wholly unprepared for events which 
must come upon you sooner or later, it might be a 
profitable exercise for you frequently to contem- 
plate death, and prepare yourselves to separate, or 
be separated fix)m your friends. View this world 
as a state of probation, and seek after those sub- 
limer joys, which are boundless as your largest 
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wishes, and lasting as eternity ; for the cup of 
felicity, pure and unmixed, is by no means a 
draught for mortal man. 

** Ye hearts with youthful vigour warm, 
In smiling crowds draw near, 
And turn from every mortal charm, 
A Saviour's voice to hear." 

It sometimes happens that pious children have 
parents, who, though kind and affectionate, are yet 
strangers to the power of godliness ; and should 
such unfortunately be the case with any of my 
young readers, it will no doubt be a leading desire 
of their heart to win them over to the doctrine 
and grace of the Lord Jesus. The authority of a 
parent at once precludes the idea of your assuming 
a high or admonishing tone, in endeavouring to 
lead them to a knowledge of the truth. Every 
word should be spoken in modesty^ tenderness^ 
candour^ and imassuming gentleness: and you 
should rather aim to induce them to hear sermons, 
to read books, or to converse with pious and prudent 
christians, than yourselves to give instructions, or 
enter into arguments with them ; for parents will 
seldom become docile scholars to their own chil- 
dren, especially if they teach in authoritative or 
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reproving language. Youi efforts for their good 
are more likely to have the desired effect if you 
observe towards them an obliging attention, silent 
submission to undeserved rebukes, a diligent and 
faithful discharge of your domestic duties, and 
a disinterested regard to the temporal advantage of 
the whole family. Obey with cheerfulness all their 
lawful commands, study to pleaae them as far as 
in you lies, pray unceasingly for their conversion ; 
and then may you entertain a hope, that a word 
in season from a dudM and affectionate child may 
find acceptance in a parent s ear. 

If it has pleased God to afiSict any of you with 
parents who are peevish, unreasonable, or austere, 
you must beware not to relax any part of your 
duty to them on , this account ; on the contrary, 
you must strive to act the part of dutiful and 
affidctionate children^, and by every kind oj£ce that 
love can dictate, or duty point out, endeavour to 
gain their confidence and affection, and subdue the 
natural harshness of their dispositions. Bemem- 
ber the scripture command — " Children, obey your 
parents in the Lpr<), for this is good and accepta- 
ble in the sight of God." It is not to be supposed 
that the hearts of children can cling with such 
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fondness to harsh and unreasonahle parents, as to 
those who are kind, considerate, and indulging ; 
yet nothing can cancel your duty to them, and 
therefore it becomes you to strive to the utmost 
to love, honour, and obey them. In this way you 
will adorn the gospel of Christ, and wiU be sure of 
meeting the gracious acceptance and blessing of 
your heavenly Fatlier. 

Should any of my young friends have had the 
misfortune to lose their parents in their nonage^ 
or even before their infant Ups could lisp a father's 
or a mothers name, it is easy to tender advice 
under such circumstances, but it is not in the power 
of man to make up the loss. You may be well 
provided for^ you may have kind nurses and faith- 
ful guardians^ but still you want a father s watch- 
Ail care, doating fondness, and approving smile ; 
you want a mother s fond endearment, yearning 
sohcitude, and tender love. A fathers regard 
cannot be bought and sold ; a mother s love can- 
not be purchased with money ; neither can the 
parental feeling be implanted in the breast of 
an hireling ! Your case is therefore mournful and 
sad, but still you are not without resources. You 
enjoy a christian education, and being adopted 
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into the family of God througli your coaversioii, 
you are under the especial care and protection of 
your heavenly Father, and have access at all times 
to a throne of grace ; that you may obtain mercy 
to pardon and grace to help in every time of need. 
You have the most ujidoubted evidence of His 
love to you, in having blessed you with hearts to 
know, to love, and to obey Him ; to look up to 
Him mth child-like confidence, and in the spirit 
of adoption to cry, Abba Father. It was not 
because He saw in you any thing to desire, or be- 
cause you were more deserving than othecs whom 
He has been pleased to pass by, that He extended 
His love and mercy to you ; but out of the riches 
of His grace. He loved you with an everlasting 
love. O therefore give Him your whole heart : 
mourn not the loss of your earthly parents, seeing 
that you enjoy from your heavenly Father an in- 
heritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that feideth 
not away. 

To diose of my readers whose lot it has been to 
leave the paternal roof at an early age, to seek a 
maintenance in the capacity of servants^ I would 
say. Repine not at your lot, but make it your aim 
to serve your master or mistress in singleness of 
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heart, fearing Gk>d ; and to adorn the doctrine of 
Gt)d our Saviour, hy cheeifdl ohedience to every 
lawfiil command, diligence in all the duties of 
your station, and faithfiilness to the trust reposed 
in you; remembering that yonr mamtenanoe and 
wages are the price your master or mistress 
pays for your time and skill. Be careful to speak 
truth on all occasions ; never purloin or connive 
at petty dishonesty ; sedk tilie credit and comfort of 
your master or fiimily above your ornn ease or 
indulgence. Endeavour to remember the scriptu- 
ral rule of ** not answering again," and that the 
Apostle says, '' Servants, be subject to your mas- 
ters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle 
but also to the froward." Avoid a morose and 
invidious conduct, not speaking disparagingly of 
your superiors; but endeavouring by kindness, 
patience when ridiculed, and f(»givene6S when 
injured, to gain their confidence and reader your- 
self deserving of their esteem. 

Should it be your happy lot to gain a situation 
in a religious family, you should remember that 
equality in christian privileges by no means im- 
plies equality in domestic life ; instead, therefore, 
of behaving with an unbecoming familiarity, or 
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neglecting your masters' orders " as if you des- 
pised them," you should " count them worthy of 
all honor, and rather do them service because they 
are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit." 
Manifest your sympathy and tenderness in times 
of sickness and afiBiction to whatever member of 
the family may require your attention ; for this 
will secure their respect for you, and shew that 
you are not actuated by mere mercenary motives ; 
but as the servants of Christ doing the will of 
God from the heart. And you may rest assured 
that, in return for your fidelity, your masters or 
mistresses will make it their aim to influence you 
by love to willing obedience, and to give you 
cause to bless the day when you entered their 
doors, both. in this world and for ever. 

My dear young friends, I now come to a part 
of the subject, which I approach with hesitation 
and timidity, lest it might be thought it does not 
naturally come under the scheme proposed in this 
Work, or that my own experience in life does not 
warrant me in profiering advice in such a matter : 
I have, therefore, to bespeak your kind indulgence 
in the subjoined remarks, which I desire to offer 
you in all gentleness and sincerity. Those of you 
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who may deem it most conducive to your best 
interests^ and to your usefulness, to marry, will do 
well to acknowledge Gk>d in so important a con* 
cem, to consult His word, to pray for His direc- 
tion and blessing, and earnestly entreat Him to 
direct your choice an^ determination. And having 
been joined in marriage to a suitable companion 
through the residue of life, who will be especially 
helpful in forwarding spiritual improvement, and 
concur in every pious plan of family reUgion, and 
the education of children ; you ought to consider 
each other not only as the beloved objects of each 
other s choice, but also of the Lord's choice for 
you, and constantly pray that you may continue 
to be perfectly satisfied with it. From that mo- 
ment, the eye, the ear, the imagination, the heart, 
must be carefully closed against all other persons ; 
and every word and action carefully shunned, 
which may excite an uneasy thought in each 
other's mind, or which may give the least reason 
to suspect an abatement or change of affection. 
And as the Lord has placed the husband to be 
the head of authority, protection, and counsel to 
the wife, she ought to be " subject to him in all 
things"; yielding him the willing obedience of 

I 
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cordial esteem and affection, and receiving from 
him the attention, protection, and counsel of wis- 
dom, love, and mild authority. It is indeed de- 
lightful to witness a happy pair united together in 
the closest bonds of affection and love, walking in 
all the commandm^its and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless, and striving to soothe each other's cares 
and enhance each others joys. Those of you 
whose happy lot it is to be blessed with a pious, 
amiable and affectionate husband, it is your part 
to render obedience willingly, firom love and gretti- 
tude, with alacrity, and a steady desire to promote 
his advantage, credit, and comfort. Also the wife 
whose husband/^ obeys not the word," should eai- 
deavour to "win him without the word," by a 
"chaste conversation coupled with fear," or a 
union of circumspect fidelity and respectful sab- 
mission, and to render herself agreeable to him 
not by the vain decorations of elegant and costly 
attire, but " by the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit," and the exercise of all those holy tempers^ 
the seat of which is in the heart, and which are 
" in the sight of Qoi of great value." Endeavour 
to bear unkind usage or neglect with patience, and 
wait for opportunities of mild expostulati(»i, and 
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drainiiig Iub attention to religions subjects, which, 
however, ought to be introduced very cautiously, 
modestly, and affectionately. Thus may you be 
the blessed means in Ood's hand of leading your 
husband to a knowledge of the truth, and to join 
you in the worship of. Crod with sincere delight ; 
so that you hve happily together, " denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, and living soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world." 

Those of my Mends, whose lot it may be to rear 
a &mily, I would earnestly exhort to regard the 
children with which Gk>d has blessed them, as 
Gods heritage and gift, and as such to ''train 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord." The office of a mother is one of the most 
sacred, responsible, and endearing. O, therefore, 
do you endeavour early to lead your dear little 
ones to the fold of the good Shepherd, that they 
may be the lambs of His flock, and follow Him in 
all meekness and gentleness. Teach them the 
advantages of early piety ; and be more anxious 
for their spiritual welfare, than their temporal 
prosperity; more solicitous for their growth in 
grace, than for their advancement in those accom- 
plishments which are necessary towards a proper 
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discharge of the social and domestic duties of life 
— ^though these ought hy no means to he neg* 
lected. Behave towards them with the tenderness 
and affection of a mother ; hut, at the same time, 
never indulge them in any thing that you know to be 
hurtful to them. Treat them according to their 
natural dispositions; and should you find that 
they will not obey you through love, then the au- 
thority of a parent must be mildly but firmly used. 
Some children are naturally froward and untract- 
able, while others are mild and docile, and would 
not willingly induce a parent's boym ; but happy 
are those mothers, whose children obey through 
love their affectionate and gentle commands I 

Tou, my young fiiends, who have not as yet 
entered into the married state, be cautious not to 
unite yourselves with unbelievers : for how could 
you ask or expect a blessing on such a union ? 
As the children of the most high God, you ought 
never to engage in any undertaking, on which you 
cannot with sincerity implore the divine blessing ; 
and this you could not do, in reference to a union 
which is expressly forbidden in God s word. — 
Never, therefore, encourage the attentions of any, 
whose love you cannot return, or whose conduct 
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and character you oaonot approve. In such case^ 
you ought to shew all kindness and civility, but, 
at the same time, hesitate not to declare your sen- 
timents. If all were scrupulous in this respect, 
how many would be spared the bitterness and 
anguish which disappointed love invariably pro- 
duces! How many a believer would avoid the 
cross of being miited to an ungodly person, after 
being competently acquainted with the truth and 
will of God in tihis respect ! 

My dear yomg ftiends, in the social and domes- 
tic circle there are many virtues you will be called 
upon to exercise, which, whether married or sin- 
gle, it will be well for you to cultivate. Allow me 
to point out to you the most prominent of the 
domestic virtues. — ^For your own sake, and the 
sake of all around you, cultivate an amiable, self- 
denying, affectionate disposition. Avoid all pas- 
sion, anger, and contention. These are alto- 
gether inconsistent with the Gk>spel of Christ, and 
ought by no means to rankle in your breast If 
you are prone to anger, in the strength of God 
strive to overcome it. Bemember that the religion 
of Christ enjoins uninterrupted meekness, serenity, 
and contentment. It is therefore nothing short of 

I 2 
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hypoorisy, to exhibit these lovely qualities to the 
world, while at home you are passionate, disagree- 
able, and contentious. Let all, then, who are 
truly penitent, follow peace with all men and holi- 
ness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 
Thus shall love and peace reign in the domestic 
circle. 

Should you be called upon to attend the sick- 
bed in the capacity of nurses, be kind, considerate, 
and attentive; tender, sympathizing, and affec- 
tionate; for by this means you will relieve the 
afflicted of half theii: pains. And when, in your 
turn, you are laid upon a bed of sickness, nothing 
will afford you a greater comfort, (next to the 
blessed assurance of God s presence . and love,) 
than the happy reflection, that when in health, it 
was your delight to soothe the sorrows of others, 
administer to their wants, listen to their com- 
plaints, and yield obedience to their requests. 
The thoughts of having been unkind to any one 
on whom God has laid his chastening hand, must, 
on a bed of sickness, be the very acme of suffering. 
I trust all my young readers will be spared the 
inward torture of such a stinging rdiection ; for I 
need hardly tell them, that none who are really under 
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the iDflaence of God's grace, oould be unkind to 
the sick ; because the saving faith of the gospel 
i¥orketh by love, and must manifest itself by the 
out¥rard works of kindness, as the tree is known 
by its fruit 

In your separate capacities act with diligence 
and fingahty, honesty and piety ; let neatness and 
cleanliness, order and regularity, adorn your dwel- 
lings. Thus will you gain the love and esteem of 
your domestics, by a kind attention to their tem- 
poral interests ; and their approbation will be the 
more readily awarded you, seeing you are on all 
occasions equally solicitous about their eternal 
welfare. Avoid all extravagance. live according 
to your means, and be careful not to waste, or to 
allow any of your domestics to waste any thing ; 
for it is cruel to throw any thing away, that might 
be useful to ihe poor; — and in many a &mily 
there is as much wasted, as might support many a 
starving fellow-creature, and gladden many a sor- 
rowful heart ! 

Endeavour, in short, to " adorn your Christian 
profession" in all your social and domestic con- 
cerns, so that the various duties of relationship — 
whether as a wife, a mother, or the mistress of a 



104 AN ADDRESS TO 

family ; a daughter, a sister, or a fiiend — Jxmj he 
discharged mth alacrity, drcumspectioB, and ft- 
dehty. Ever bear in mind a sense of God s watch- 
ful proiddence, and aU-pervading presence. Be- 
member that He is cognizant of every thought, 
word, and deed. " Whether therefore you eat or 
drink, or whatsoever you do, do all to the glory of 
God." Then, although you may be lightly es- 
teemed by the world, you will secure the love and 
esteem of those who are near and dear to you, and 
of all whose good opinion is worth possessing. 
Above aU, you will enjoy the smiles of an approv* 
ing conscience, and the reward of that ^'inheritanoe 
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadetli 
not away." 

" How good and pleasant is the sight 
Where kindred souls agree ! 
How blest the house where hearts unite 
In love and piety ! " 
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CHAPTER IX. 

YOU MUST ENDEAVOUR, IN THE NINTH PLACE, 
TO SHEW YOUR LOVE TO GOD BY RIGHTLY DIS- 
CHARGING YOUR CHRISTIAN DUTIES TO SOCIETY. 

Embrace every opportanity to alleviate those 
distresses, troubles, and privations, which are the 
common lot of humanity. Although in this 
highly favoured country, there is a public pro- 
vision made for the poor, yet this ought not to 
dry up our sympathy; for there are, notwithstand- 
ing, many cases of honest distress, and unobtrusive 
indigence, which well deserve the attention of the 
charitable and humane. Let it then be the ear- 
nest desire and joy of your hearts, to alleviate the 
distresses of the suffering, and relieve the wants of 
the poor, according as God has prospered you. 
Bemember that even " a cup of cold water, given 
to a disciple in the name of Christ, shall in no 
wise lose its reward;" and that riches are be- 
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Stowed for the purpose of multiplymg your oppor- 
tunities of doing good. You, therefore, on whom 
it has pleased God to bestow wealth in abundance, 
and who, by His award, are placed in high and 
lofty stations, remember, that " of those to 
whom much is given, much shall also be re- 
quired ; " and that '' blessed is the man who con- 
siders the case of the poor." Let these considera- 
tions incite you to charity, so that you may be a 
blessing to the neighbourhood in which you re- 
side, and be the dispensers of happiness to many a 
disconsolate family. Nothing affords so much 
pleasure to a benevolent mind, as the power of 
doing good : hence, *' it is more blessed to give 
than to receive." And you who have only a little, 
be not afraid to give of that little; for ''God 
loveth a cheerful giver." " Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven." Do 
nothing grudgingly, but let love to Christ and His 
cause be your ruling motive. All gifts, however 
excellent, are nothing without charity. Paul says^ 
— " Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing." 
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To you, my young friends, whom it has pleased 
God to place in the middle walks of life, it also 
appertains to do good to your fellow-creatures, in 
such various acts of kindness as may be within the 
compass of your power. A willing heart will find 
out many ways of doing good. You may perhaps 
devote a portion of your time for the promotion of 
some charitable or missionary institution. You 
may perhaps, by your influence, prevent those who 
are of weak intellect from being made the sport or 
abuse of their fellow-creatures. And were it only 
to prevent a dumb animal from being cruelly 
treated, you are thereby doing an act of real cha^ 
rity, and fulfilling the law of love. 

You, my young friends, whom it has pleased 
God to place in a humble station of life, even you 
can do something. If you are denied the pleasure 
of relieving the temporal wants of your still poorer 
neighbours, you are not denied the privilege of 
performing many little acts of kindness and of 
love. A kind word, or a kind look, wiD often 
comfort the sorrowing heart ; a tear of pity will 
sometimes afford a spark of joy to the afflicted 
soul, and speed it on its way with a ray of hope. 
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*' For they who have nought to impart, 
May at least give the wretched a tear ; 
'Twill comfort the sorrowful heart, 
When no other comfort is near/' 

How valuable then is the service of the heart, 
when it can ease the suflferer s woe, whether 
arising fix)m bodily pain or mental agony ! O be 
assured that if you make a surrender of your hearts 
to the Lord, it will be of all other gifts the most 
acceptable ! No other gift would ever compensate 
for the want of this — ^not even if you were to be- 
stow the most munificent largesses to feed the 
hungry, to the utter exhaustion of your treasures, 
however vast, unless your heart is moved with 
divine love, unless you give out of true charity, it 
profiteth you nothing. If you say in true sin- 
cerity, — ^Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and 
there is none upon earth that I desire besides 
Thee ; " however humble and indigent you may 
be, you are richer by far than all princes and 
nobles, who are strangers to the heavenly gift. 
You are happier than those who are surrounded 
by all that this world calls good and great, bat 
whose flinty hearts never melt at the tale of woe. 
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and who turn a deaf ear to the cry of pity and 
distress! 

My dear young friends, to all of you I would 
say, let youi highest ambition, the most earnest 
wish of your heart be, to shew forth to the world 
the hying power of that faith which has been 
wrought in your souls by the washing of regenera- 
tion, that your lives are whoUy devoted to the ser- 
vice of Christ, through whose merits and atone- 
ment, you are made partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in Ught. 

Please to accept of the following hints, in refe- 
rence to your intercourse with the world : — ^Avoid 
all envy and jealousy. Grudge not the happiness 
and prosperity which others enjoy; but rather 
" rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep." Shall the children of Zion, 
whose hopes are fixed beyond this fleeting exis- 
tence, repine at the happiness of others ? Envy 
of others' praise runs counter to the spirit of the 
divine law; which requires sincerity, truth, fideUty, 
candour, and caution; with a disposition to honour 
what is honourable in all men, and to be as tender 
of their reputation, as we could reasonably expect 

K 
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them to be of ours ; and our own feelings will 
judge between us in this respect. 

Always avoid putting a bad construction upon 
the motives and actions of your fellow-christians. 
Let the spirit of detraction be overcome in you by 
the spirit of charity. Think, for a moment; vriiat 
a sin it must be^ to accuse your neighbour falsely; 
and what a pabifol thing it must be for the inno- 
cent to be loaded with calumny and reproaoh! 
Christians, indeed, may expect to be evil' spoken 
of by the world, for the carnal mind is eBmily 
against God; but unmerited reproach £c0m a fel- 
low*christian is hard to beacr. Beware then how 
you join in th^ir dispraise ; for God will shield the 
innocent, and put to shame all their enemies. . He 
wiU also iavenge his own elect, i They who toach 
them, touch the apple of His eye. tThevefote, 
should you hear any dnng sdid to;the discredit of 
your neighbour, be not' a willing Ustenar; nor at- 
tempt to ' spread the^ Report ; but stand up in de- 
fence of ^e accused, and put tlie best constructian 
on the case that it will bear^ < ' Jtidge . not, ' that ye 
be not judged. Think how oflben your town aetions 
have been misconstrued, Knd yourit^hiKracter misre- 
presented. Think of the uneasiness it occasioned 
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you, and learn hence to be tender of the, reputa- 
tion of others. 

Be backward in giving and taking oflFence. Did 
the thought ever strike you, that the cause of your 
being easily offended is an over estimate of your own 
importance ? Be not then higb-ininded^ but fear. 
How often is offence taken when no offence was 
intended ! A word spoken int jest, and in. the con- 
fidence of friendship^ is often resented as an in- 
sult ; also a friendly advice spoken bx candour and 
affection, is often taken as an ill-natured. rebuke, 
or an officious intrusion. But be it your^. to shew 
a more generous disposition. Do not magnify 
triiies into grave offences; and even when you 
have good cause of offence, let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath. Besentment or revenge 
ought to find no place in the bosom of a christian. 
Bear with the fiulings of your neighbours, and 
make due allowance for their different di^ositions. 
If you are of a lively open disposition, judge not 
those who are solemn and reserved. If, on the 
other hand, you are grave .and sedate, condemn 
not those who are cheerful and free. It may, how- 
ever, be observed, that a medium course is th6 
best ; for those who are too reserved, are apt to 
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grow melancholy ; and those who are too open- 
hearted> are apt to be betrayed. 

Let truth and integrity be the invariable rule of 
your conduct ; and whatever may be your station 
in life, observe a becoming deportment towards all. 
Be pohte and respectful to your superiors, kind 
and courteous to your inferiors, and manifest to 
the world, by your christian charity and benevo- 
lence, that you love your neighbour as yourselves. 
Be not of a sectarian spuit. If aU christians were 
as anxious for the advancement of the Bedeemer s 
kingdom, as they are for the propagation of their 
own peculiar tenets, what a different aspect would 
the reUgious world present! The word of God 
could never receive so many different interpreta- 
tions, did not bigotted men wrest the Scriptures to 
their own destruction. Remember that pure reU- 
gion^ and undefiled before Grod and the Father, is 
this, — To visit the &therless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep yourselves unspotted from 
the world. Put away, therefore, all bitterness and 
malice, and take up the Apostolic benediction, — 
Grace, mercy, and truth be unto all them who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Pray for 
God's ancient people, the Jews ; of whom as con- 



YOUNG FEMALE CONVERTS. 113 

ceming the flesh Christ came^ who is over all^ Ood 
blessed for evermore. Pray for the fdlfilment of 
the prophecy, when they are to be gathered to 
their own land; when they will acknowledge Jesus 
as the true Messiah, and Jerusalem be again a 
praise in the midst of the earth. And in the mean 
time, regulate your intercourse with the various 
denominations of Christians, by the golden rule of 
doing unto others as you would that they should 
do unto you. 



(( 



This golden lesson, short and plain, 
Gives not the mind nor memory pain ; 
And every conscience must approve 
This universal law of love." 



K2 
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CHAPTER X. 

YOU MUST ENDEAVOUR, IN THE TENTH AND 
LAST PLACE, TO SHEW YOUR LOVE TO GOD BY 
YOUR WATCHFULNESS. 

Our Lord has illustrated the necessity of this 
virtue in many of his most beautiful and touching 
parables. In the parable of the ten virgins, 
though " five of them were wise, and five were 
fooUsh," yet they are all represented as having 
'' slumbered and slept." Hence it is of the utmost 
importance that even the faithful should be con- 
tinually on their guard, and to obey the injunction 
of our Lord, Watch therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh. Be on your watch-tower, environed in 
the panoply of war, and take to yourselves the 
whole armour of God, whereby you shall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. Watch 
against the devices of satan, the arch-enemy of 
souls, " who goeth about as a roaring Hon, seeking 
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whom he may devour." Many are the avenues 
through whioh he will strive to overcome you ; 
various the plans he will lay for your destruction. 
Should you he on your guard against open temp- 
tation^ he will transform himself into an angel of 
light, and under the cloak of rehgion, seek to lead 
you astray. But ^'the Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations ; " therefore, 
lean not to your own strength, but put your trust 
in the Lord. I would not have you to shut your- 
selves out from the world, or deny yourselves 
any pleasures or amusements that are harmless in 
themselves ; though I would earnestly entreat you 
before entering into any engagement or joining in 
any amusement, to consider well whither it may 
lead, and to say within ourselves, — Is this consis- 
tent with the will of God ? am I by this adorning 
the doctrine of God my Saviour ? am I hereby 
setting such an example, as I should wish others 
to follow? If your conscience answer in the 
negative, then follow the dictations of so faithful a 
monitor, for by so doing you will save yourselves 
from the trouble and remorse to which a contrary 
course is sure to subject you. Watch over your 
virtues in order to retain them ; watch over your 
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failingB in order to overcome them. See that yon 
be not elated ' on account of the virtaes you pos- 
sess ; nor fail in those for which yoa are most 
eminent. It may be, you have been able, in the 
strength of God, to sustain provocation with meek 
forbearance; yet be not elatei on this account, 
for it is recorded for our inst^ction, that even 
Moses on one occasion spake unadvisedly with his 
lips. Have you been able, in tittneft of trial, to pos- 
sess your soul in patience ? Be grateM- for Grod s 
sustaining grace, seeing the patience of His servant 
Job had well nigh failed in a time of ^sctreme ad- 
versity. Are you valiant for the truths and- ready 
to brave danger and death in defemce of religion ? 
Think how the zealous and warm-hearted Peter 
quailed at the question of a aim^e ^maid, and 
denied all knowledge of the Satiout-whom he 
loved ! I mention not these things for your dis- 
couragement, but as a fiietidly warning, lest being 
elated on account of your virtiles, you might fall 
short in the hour of trial. Watch therefore against 
spiritual pride; for every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted. The richest, the most beautiful 
and accomplished of my young readers have nothing 
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to be proud of. All of us are frail, perishing sinners, 
and utterly unworthy of the least of God's mercies. 
O therefore be not vain of your possessions, nor 
forgetM of the source whence all your comforts 
flow ! Are you blessed with a large share of this 
world's riches? Consider wherefore they were 
sent, and make use of them for the good of man- 
kind and the advancement of religion. Set not 
your heart upon them ; for they will not avail you 
in the hour of death, neither can they purchase 
your exemption fix^m the general doom. Are you 
possessed of beauty ? Remember that the face is 
the index of the mind : therefore cultivate gentle- 
ness, modesty, charity, and all the other christian 
graces. These lovely qualities wiU impart addi- 
tional charms to your beauty ; and thus, while you 
render yourselves amiable and beloved, you will 
adorn your christian profession. But O do not 
pride yourselves on your personal aocomplish- 
mentB ! Remember that the lovehest of the sons 
and daughters of men must (in the course of 
nature) &de and die, to make room for the next 
generation ; even as the tree sheddeth its leaves in 
autumn, to be clothed in new foUage in the suc- 
ceeding spring. Clothe yourselves in the beauty 
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of holiness^ which shall be as a cham of gold 
around your neck, and a crown of glory upon your 
head. Watch against the allurements of a vain 
and wicked world — ^watch against the dictates of a 
deceitful heart — watch against everything that 
might tend to decrease religion in your soul. Be 
careful what books you read ; for much harm is 
often done, and many false opinions imbibed, by 
perusing improper publications. Watch against 
oovetousness. The love of money is the root of 
all evil; which while some coveted after^ they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many soirows. Watch, against an 
inordinate love of dress. In my opinion^ it is not 
requisite for you to renounce every ornament. 
Nay, I conceive a little taste in dress is highly 
commendable, and not at all inconsistent with the 
word of God. The things to be avoided are excess, 
extravagance, want of care, allowing dress to oc- 
cupy too much of your time and thoughts, and 
dressing above your means The best general 
rule is, for all to dress according to their respective 
stations in society, with propriety, gracefulness, 
and ease. All vanity and pride in dress shews a 
weak mind and a morbid disposition. You ought 
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rather to be thankfiil that a God of love bestows 
upon you the means of providing comfortable and 
comely apparel^ and casting aside all care for the 
body, seek to clothe yourselves in the robe of the 
Bedeemer s righteousness. Tou who entertain 
conscientious scruples, as to the wearing of costly 
apparel, be watchful lest you become elated ofi 
account of your superlative strictness and recti' 
tude, and be ready to say to your neighbour,-*^ 
" Stand by, for I am holier than thou.*' Bemem- 
ber that religion has its seat- in the heart, and 
consists not in the outward ornaments of the per- 
son. Watch against a discontented and complain- 
ing torn of mind; for there are many who mag- 
nify trifles into troubles, and thereby mar their 
own happiness. A contented mind is a continual 
feast ; . theref<»e) endeavour like the Apostle, in 
whatsoever state you are, therewith to be content. 
In short, it becometh you to '' watdi in all things," 
— to watch and pray that ye enter not into temp- 
tation; ton although the spirit may be willing, 
yet the flei^ is weak. 

Thus have I endeavoured to point out to you 
some oi those duties which, as Christians, you are 
bound in love to perform ; and some of those difficul- 
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ties, sorrows, and temptafions, you are likely to meet 
vrith in your pilgrimage here below. And al- 
though, my friends, you may fall short of many of 
the roles here laid down, be not discouraged, but 
go on from one degree of strength unto another — 
forgetting those things which are behind, and 
pressing forward to those that are before. On the 
other hand, I may have fallen short on my part> 
and omitted many things that ought to have been 
noticed. But I can state for your encouragement^ 
that the Word of God is quite perfect in this 
respect. In the scriptures of truth, every thing 
necessary to salvation is clearly pointed out, and 
every christian duty so clearly set forth, that the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err 
therein. Take that Word as your guide, and then 
amid all the sorrows, difficulties, and temptations 
of the way, you will possess an unfailing source of 
consolation and support. And for your joy, re- 
member that all you who are now fighting the 
good fight of faith, will, ere long, exchange the 
cross for the crown — ^the troubles, the conflicts^ 
and the woes of this fleeting scene, for the joy, 
the rest, and the glory of heaven. Soon, very 
soon, will your bodies be consigned to the silent 



YOUNG FEMALE CONVERTS. 121 

tomb^ there to sleep till awakened by the tramp of 
the Archangel ; and your happy spirits ascend to 
the abodes of bliss, waiting with joyful expectancy 
the re-union of soul and body, — ^when you shall 
take your place with the redeemed, and dwell for 
ever with the Lord. 

And oh ! my dear young fiiends, may God in 
His mercy guide and protect you through the 
various scenes of life, that you may pursue your 
heavenly path leaning on the arm of your Beloved, 
and at last gain an entrance within the gates of 
the new Jerusalem, where you will shout the 
shout of victory in the everlasting kingdom and 
joy of your Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

" To Him who sits upon the throne, 
The God whom we adore, 
And to the Lamh that once was slain, 
Be glory evermore." 



THE END. 



